The Communicator
May 2017

A PENTECOST REFLECTION
By the end of May we will be entering the Pentecost season. I thought it appropriate to
share with you a reflection that will help us enter that season with power. Throughout May
we will be hearing the stories of Easter and the power of the Holy Spirit which will descend
on the disciples, lets contemplate what that power can do.
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Harvard scholar Diana Eck, in her work entitled Encountering God (Boston: Beacon, 1993),
reveals some surprising aspects of religion in the medieval church. In those days, the liturgical calendar did far more than determine what biblical texts were read each Sunday. The
church calendar shaped the daily lives of the people. Festivals, saint's days, holy days, all
lived and breathed in the world of the medieval church. It was the church's job to see that
the marking of these days remained the dominant guiding force in daily life.

Mailed April 27, 2017

Professor Eck has discovered that Pentecost was one of the most unique and creatively celebrated days on the church's calendar. In 10th-century Rome, for example, the church really
knew how to throw its own birthday party. In order to make the coming of the Holy Spirit a
dramatic, dynamic event for their congregations, leaders of Pentecost services involved architecture, not just anthems.
The custom of painting heavenly scenes on the great domed and vaulted ceilings of cathedrals served not only to inspire the devout with blessed visions. It also disguised some discreet trap doors. These small openings were drilled through the cathedral ceiling to the rooftop. During the Pentecost worship service, some hapless servants would be drafted to clamber up on the roof. At the appropriate moment during the liturgy, they would release live
doves through these holes. From out of the painted skies and clouds on the cathedral ceiling, swooping, diving symbols of a vitally present Holy Spirit would descend toward the
people below.
At the same moment, the choirboys would break into the whooshing and drumming sound
of a holy windstorm. Finally, as the doves were flying and the winds were rushing, the ceiling
holes would once again be utilized -- as bushels upon bushels of rose petals were showered
down upon the congregation. These red, flickering bits of flowers symbolized tongues of
flame falling upon all who waited below in faith.
They called these openings to the sky in medieval churches "Holy Spirit holes."
Imagine the mystery, majesty and power such a service would bring into the hard-bitten lives
of these Christians. Imagine how close and how involved each believer must have felt in
receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. Can you imagine that same kind of Spirit-breathing,
breathtaking power and vitality blowing down from the ceilings of our churches today? Can
the Holy Spirit get through the fire-code crawl spaces, the acoustic-tile ceilings and the rows
of fluorescent lights to even find its way into our sanctuary?
Continued on page 2
•
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Pastor’s article continued
Does our church need a Holy Spirit hole to open it outward and skyward to the Divine? In Diana Eck's words, "We need
these Holy Spirit holes. Our churches need these skyward openings to the wind rush of God.... Holy Spirit holes would be
perpetual reminders to both the prophetic and the Pentecostal movements in our churches that our knowledge of God is not
complete. They would ceaselessly remind us that no image or icon, no petal or flame can domesticate God's Spirit. Its symbolic images, like the dove and the wildfire, are images of utter freedom."
Have we created around ourselves a spiritual vacuum that allows no breath of wind to blow, no flame of fire to ignite? Instead of experiencing doves and flames swooping out from "Holy Spirit holes," are the well-insulated ceilings of our
churches, like our souls, closed to any surprise visitations from above?
Do you trust the wind? It is the wind-like quality of the Spirit that surprises us, that takes us where we don't want to go, that
is unpredictable, that drives us toward stillness, that drives us toward wholeness that drives us toward shelter and safety.
Are there any Holy Spirit holes open in the ceiling of our church, your home, your workplace, your car, your school? Are you
willing to become a Holy Spirit hole in the life of this church?
The first group of religious women dedicated exclusively to the professional medical care of the sick in mission areas is called
the Medical Mission Sisters. Founded in 1925 as a Holy Spirit hole in the Roman Catholic church (its world headquarters is in
Rome, its U.S. center in Philadelphia), the Medical Mission Sisters used to sing a couple of signature songs. The most recent
is called "Breath of God" and its words are:
Blow through me, Breath of God,
Blow through me; like a pipe, like a reed, making melody
The cosmic song in me, Breath of God.
An earlier version is called "Breath of the Spirit." After each verse, if memory serves, came this refrain:
Fill the earth, birth it to birth and blow where you will; blow, blow, blow, 'til I be
But Breath of the Spirit blowing in me.
Blow, Holy Spirit holes, blow. Let God's Spirit breathe through you.
Pastor Wilck

TRUSTEES NEWS FOR MAY
We installed a PA speaker in the new nursery care room as was requested. Now the service can be heard in that
room as the little ones are cared for. We had a speaker "on the shelf" that was saved during a previous remodel and
that plus a spool of wire and a Saturday morning's work got the project done. Expenses for the job amounted to
about $20 for the new wire. Installed by Jim Flick and Ed Jarvis with consultation from Jerry Stich.
Mowing season is fast approaching and we are preparing the equipment for another season. We are down one member of the mowing team and we are looking for a replacement. The lawn mowing team could always use other volunteers either as a "regular" or a fill-in to handle those holes in the schedule that pop up from time to time. Let me (Jim
Flick 334-5020) know if you are interested in helping out.
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY
ADOPT THE HIGHWAY The spring Adopt the highway will be Saturday, May, 20,
2017, at 9:00 am. Please help clean-up the 2.6 mile section of Chili Ave., from Route 204
to Chili Center. Children 12 to 18 year old must have parent permission. Please check the
“Adopt the highway” on tan response sheet in the bulletin or sign up on the sign-up sheet
that will be on the Narthex. We will meet at Dell Hall Saturday and start the highway
pickup at 9:00 am. For more formation, contact Jerry Stich.

RED WINGS BASEBALL EVENING
We are looking at a date for a Rochester Red Wings baseball game this
Summer, hopefully a day without rain. Watch for additional information in
the upcoming Sunday bulletins and a signup sheet on the Narthex table.

MAY 14

WORSHIP NEWS
May 14 - First Communion at 11:15 AM service for 6 of our young people.
Mothers Day
June 4– Pentecost-Modern Traditional 9:00 AM and Traditional 11:15 AM.
June 11- Church Picnic following the 10:00 AM Service
We will recognize Sunday School teachers and helpers, students, youth and graduates.
June 18 - Fathers day - We will honor fathers.
June 22 – The first of our Thursday evening Services.
June 25 – We begin our summer schedule with one service at 9:30 AM
September 10 – Rally Sunday and a special celebration of Grandparents day and the blessing of the children’s book bags.
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THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
The church picnic is June 11th this year. We are looking for people to donate a basket or
if you know any local business owners to contact them for a donation. The money raised
from this event will be used for Bible Study materials which will begin in September.
There is only one Service 10:00 AM.

Community Food Cupboard coupons
The Community Food Cupboard in downtown Rochester serves a large senior community, as well as others in emergency
situations as they arise. We (The Women of the ELCA) feel that this program is another way that Our Saviour can do God’s
work within the community.
I will send in coupons collected on a weekly or biweekly schedule. The Food Cupboard uses the coupons to buy the products and then distributes the products to their clients. We need to watch expiration dates carefully, thus the weekly or biweekly mailings. Coupons requested include: canned goods (especially soups, as well as vegetables and fruits); peanut butter
(they stressed this product); cereal products and dairy products. A box for the coupons is located on the table in the narthex.
Thank you in advance for your support of this project. Sharon Yackel

MILITARY VETERAN BRICKS: We will be ordering new military veteran bricks
the first week of May for our Memorial Day Service celebration on May 28th. A board
near the Sanctuary entrance has a list of our 34 deceased and living veterans, whose
bricks were installed in 2016. There is a registration card on the board to fill out for ordering new bricks. We need to submit an order by May 5th so we can have them in time
for the Memorial Day installation. Any questions, please contact Ed Jarvis at 233-7867.

CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB

CHRISTIAN MOVIE MATINEE
SATURDAY, May 13 at 2:00 PM

THURSDAY, June 1st at 7:00 PM
Book is Two for Galilee

Movie to be determined

By Marjorie Holmes

JUBLIEES

The Jubilee's group will be having a Spring Luncheon at
Yiannis' Restaurant, Pixley Road on Thursday, May 11th at noon. A sign-up
sheet is on the Narthex table, there is a limitation of 40 people so sign-up
soon. For additional information contact Nancy Austin (293-1079) or
Deb Ciccone (227-8720).
The planning committee is also looking at a summer picnic at a
local park instead of a progressive picnic, watch for additional
information in the forthcoming Sunday bulletins.
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May Birthdays
MAY BIRTHDAYS . . . HAPPY
BIRTHDAY and BEST WISHES to
all these members of Our Saviour
who celebrate birthdays during the
month of May. We pray for your
continued growth in God's grace.
1-Donna Evenson
1-Chloe Osterling
2-Simone Harter
3-Michael O'Connor
3-Brenda Miska
3-Kelley Gates
4-Ronald King
5-Robyn Griffin
6-Carmalena Loughlin
7-Gretchen Breon
7-Austin Maas
8-Bettie Curry
8-Susan Yackel
8-Emily Wyszomirski
8-John David Coval
8-Jackson Bromley
10-Dillon Griffin
11-Jeffrey Blank
11-Richard Forsey
12-Jennifer Forsey
12-Lucas Noll
13-Christopher Cuyler

23-James Richardson
23-Vincenzio Loughlin
24-Douglas McDonough
25-Savanna Sovereign
27-Ann Morningstar
27-Annabelle Guiles
28-Alice Popen
29-Don Voorhies
29-Carolyn Hane
29-Samantha Bromley
30-Vera Suk
31-Mary Tillack

14-Daryl Jarvis
14-William Breon
14-Victor Harter
15-Benjamin Morningstar
16-Farress Crombe
16-Donna Miller
18-Anton Suk
18-Markus Pharmakis-Keegan
20-Daniel Ford
20-Nicholas Gatto

May Anniversaries
MAY ANNIVERSARIES . . . Congratulations and Best Wishes to these members of Our Saviour who
celebrate Wedding anniversaries during the month of May. May God continue to bless you and increase
your love for one another!
21—Jeff and Cynthia Blank
24—Mark and Jill Evans

6—Michelle and John Coval

Happy 20th Anniversary

7—Allen and Rosemary Peters

25—Joseph and Cori Rapone

7—Michael and Deborah Ciccone

26—David and Cheryl Stone

10—Richard and Carol Ransom

28—Paul and Peggy Hamblin

Happy 48th Anniversary

29—Robert and Norma Snyder

13—Larry and Jennifer Guiles

Happy 57th Anniversary

20—Pastor Joe and Debbie Wilck

29—Laura and John Bugajski

Happy 45th Anniversary

31—James and Linda Palmer
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to be held June 11th beginning at
11:30 AM. The morning worship
will be one service at 10:00 AM.
During the worship we will recognize graduating seniors, Sunday school staff, Sunday school
students, youth and the various youth groups in the congregation. It is a day to celebrate our commitment to youth
ministry and our young people as well as enjoy a picnic (yes
deep fried turkey is on the menu). Make sure to mark your
calendars for one service at 10:00 AM and the picnic to follow.
CHURCH PICNIC

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 14th
Worship with us at 9:00
and 11:15 AM.

BINGO PRIZES FOR CREEKEVIEW NURSING HOME
The Women of the ELCA here at Our Saviour continue to collect items to be used as bingo prizes at Creekview Nursing
Home. Members of the congregation are invited (and encouraged) to participate in this activity. A plastic box for donations
is located on the large table in the narthex. The suggestions that follow were provided by the Recreation Leader at Westgate
Nursing Home.
Women

Men

Stuffed animals

Stuffed animals

Jewelry*

Shaving cream

Lotion (small bottles)

Playing cards, large print

Non-slip stocking slippers

Non-slip stocking slippers

Large Print Word Search Books
* clip-on earrings only, necklaces must be long enough to fit over the head, and bracelets large enough to fit over the hand.
Jewelry with clasps is difficult to handle.
Thank you for your support of this activity and to Donna Evenson who delivers our donations.
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NURSERY
CARE
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THANK YOU
Alexandra Pond,
Cheryl Stone,
Gordon and Ann
Seppa, Mary Ellen
Saur, Linda Loughlin, Daryl Jarvis,
Jean Lombard,
Donna Miller for collating, stapling, addressing and mailing the April newsletter.
Marielies Renke for continuing to care and water the
plants in the narthex. Marielies also purchased new plants
for the planter by the door going into the sanctuary.
To the Altar Guild members for all the additional work
during the Easter season and the Spring Cleaning.
Richard and Sharon Yackel and Mary Ellen Saur for
assembling the Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter bulletins.
Ayden Plowe for continuing to fill the oil candles.
Mary Ellen Saur for continuing to update the sign in the
front yard of the Church.
Thank you to the Adult Choir, and Bell Choir for their
special music during the Easter Services. Also, thank you
to Johannes Witt for playing the trumpet.
Thanks to the Women of the ELCA for providing the
funds for the Easter Egg Hunt.
∗

∗

∗
∗

∗
∗
∗

∗

Janeen Oliver, Daryl and Ed Jarvis, Joan and
Ayden Plowe and Tony Pleten for helping during
the Maunday Thursday and Good Friday Services.
Deb Ciccone as Elder. Special thanks to Johannes
and Jakob Witt for lighting the candles at the Good
Friday Service.
∗ Sarah Denz, Connor Large and Chloe Evans for
our acolytes and Crucifier, Easter Sunday.
∗ Linda Loughlin for proofing the Newsletter.
* Ed Jarvis for volunteering on the Gates highway earth
day cleanup on April 22nd.
∗

Thank you to the Boy Scouts Troop number 243 for
cleaning the church yard of fallen branches.
The commitment and dedication of all members
of Our Saviour are important to the congregation's mission and ministry. We want to recognize the tasks done
by members. Committee/Board Chairs and others are
asked to share these names with Office Manager, Mary
Pleten for inclusion in future issues of the Communicator.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Monday, May 8, 6:30 PM

CHURCH PICNIC
SUNDAY, JUNE 11

ELDERS
Sunday, May 7, meet at 12:15 PM
WOMEN OF THE E.L.C.A.
Women of the E.L.C.A. meet Tuesday,
May 9 at 6:30 PM.
The meeting is open to all.

FOLLOWING THE
10:00 AM SERVICE
One Service

Address Change
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
MEETING
Third Sunday, May 21 during the Sunday School hour.

Marielies Renke
200 Dunn Tower Drive
Apt 310

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, May 18, 7:00 PM

Rochester, NY 14606
585-491-6545

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
SATURDAY, MAY 20, AT 9:00 AM
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR

We, the members of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, as baptized followers of Jesus Christ will foster a living, expressive relationship with our Lord and our neighbors.
We will do this in a way that seeks to serve all segments of our congregation and community by:

♦
♦
♦
♦

Providing a welcoming environment for youth and young adults.
Strengthening the family unit.
Involving the elderly and recognizing their special needs.
Making Christ visible through worship.
Recommended by the Long Range Planning committee on October 27, 2010

THE CHURCH SERVICES ARE RECORDED AND ARE ON YOUTUBE
GO TO WWW.OURSAVIOURROCHESTER.ORG AND
CLICK ON WATCH AND LISTEN

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
May 14, 11:15 AM Service
The First Communion Class prepares youth of the congregation to begin receiving Holy Communion. The classes study passages in Scripture that help build an understanding of what Holy Communion is. There are activities that help the youth grow in appreciation for the gifts God gives in
Holy Communion. And, time is devoted to the “how-to” of receiving Holy Communion.
This years first communion candidates are John David Coval, Kira Peacock, Emma Bonanno, Jasmine
Turner, Chloe Osterling and Abby Wiesmore.

ATTENTION GRADUATES

SUMMER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE BEGINS
THURSDAY, June 22, AT 7:00 PM
SUNDAY SERVICES BEGIN June 25
One service
9:30 AM Worship
Through Labor Day

T H E C O MM U NI C AT OR

Are you graduating from college or high
school? Have you received an advanced degree or professional certificate during this
past year?
We would like to acknowledge and celebrate your accomplishment. In the next Communicator, we plan to include a
short piece on our “graduates”. Please call the office 2477824, or drop us a note LCOSRocheter@frontiernet.net.
Let us know where, when, what field, where you are
headed—things like that, and then, we can celebrate your
milestone and give thanks to God!
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WOMEN OF ELCA
We hope that everyone had a wonderful and Blessed Easter!
Our April meeting was “dinner out” at Yianni's Restaurant in Gates. Thirteen women attended and the food, as well as the
fellowship, was enjoyed by all.
At our second Knot Nodding Off Blanket workshop held on April 4th , we made ten blankets, bringing our total completed
blankets to “32” . We originally planned to donate our blankets to The Open Door Mission Shelter for Women and Children, which was scheduled to be open this summer in Gates. However, we recently found out that they will not open until
later next year. Instead, we will be donating our blankets to Bethany House, a shelter for Women and Children on Joseph
Avenue in Rochester and to Lutheran World Relief.
Thank you to all who participated in this wonderful project and a
very special thank you to Thrivent for sponsoring this event.
Our next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 9th at 6: 30 pm. We are fortunate to have Donovan Shilling as our
guest speaker. Mr. Shilling will speak to us on products “Made in Rochester”. Everyone, including men, are invited to attend this meeting. A special thank you to AnnMarie MacBride for arranging for our guest speaker. If you are interested in
attending, there will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex. Simone Harter and Daryl Jarvis will co-host this meeting.
On Tuesday, June 13th at 6:00 pm, we will hold our annual end of the year potluck dinner at the home
of Ann Seppa. It is really hard to believe that this will be our last meeting before we adjourn for the
summer. If you would like to attend this meeting, a sign-up sheet will be on the table in the Narthex.
Wishing everyone a very Happy Mother's Day!
Ann Seppa, Secretary

How blessed we are to have such friends has
our fellow members of Our Saviour.
Our heartfelt thanks to you for your kind and
thoughtful words during the past several weeks.
Our special thanks to Pastor and others who
made the trip to Buffalo to honor my dear
brother.

The members of Our Saviour extend Christian love and sympathy to the family of MARLENE EISENSCHMID
Marlene was a long time member of Our Saviour and she died
on March 30, 2017. Her funeral service was held at Our Saviour
on Saturday, April 3.
Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine
upon her.

God Bless You!
Will and Ann Keller and family
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
2415 Chili Avenue Rochester, NY 14624
Phone: 585-247-7824
Fax: 585-247-7849
Email: LCOSRochester@frontiernet.net
Www:OurSaviourRochester.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00AM to 1:00 PM

Pastor Wilck is normally in his church study Monday thru Thursday 9:00 AM-12:00 PM. He is
available to meet you at church or at other mutually arranged times. You may also contact him or
leave a message on 269-9086. On Friday Pastor’s
day off, he is available for pastoral emergencies.
When calling the church after hours, and wishing
to leave a message for Pastor Wilck, when
prompted dial Extension 311 for his personal
voice mail.

Please inform Pastor Wilck whenever there is an
illness or hospitalization in your family. He appreciates your help. When you are admitted to a hospital, please list your religious preference as
“Lutheran Church of Our Saviour” and contact Pastor
or the church office.
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