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Important Dates

Pastor Wilck is normally in his
church study Monday - Thursday
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM. He is
available to meet you at church
or at other mutually arranged
times. You may also contact him
or leave a message on 269-9086.
On Friday Pastor’s day off, he is
available for pastoral
emergencies. When calling the
church after hours, and wishing
to leave a message for Pastor
when prompted dial Extension
311 for his personal voicemail.
Please inform Pastor whenever
there is an illness or
hospitalization in your family. He
appreciates your help. When you
are admitted to a hospital, please
list your religious preference as
“Lutheran Church of Our Saviour”
and contact Pastor or the church
office.

Mailed May 29, 2019

►Caring & Sharing
►LYO Bottles & Cans Return
►Refrigerator/Freezer Reminder

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
MISSION STATEMENT
We, the members of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,
as baptized followers of Jesus Christ will foster a living,
expressive relationship with our Lord and our neighbors.
We will do this in a way that seeks to serve all segments of
our congregation and community by:


Providing a welcoming environment for youth and
young adults.
 Strengthening the family unit.
 Involving the elderly and recognizing their special
needs.
 Making Christ visible through worship.
Recommended by the Long Range Planning committee on October 27, 2010
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A PENTECOST REFLECTION
Harvard scholar Diana Eck, in her work entitled Encountering God (Boston: Beacon, 1993), reveals some surprising aspects of religion in the
medieval church. In those days, the liturgical calendar did far more than determine what biblical texts were read each Sunday. The church
calendar shaped the daily lives of the people. Festivals, saint's days, holy days, all lived and breathed in the world of the medieval church. It
was the church's job to see that the marking of these days remained the dominant guiding force in daily life.
Professor Eck has discovered that Pentecost was one of the most unique and creatively celebrated days on the church's calendar. In
10th-century Rome, for example, the church really knew how to throw its own birthday party. In order to make the coming of the Holy Spirit
a dramatic, dynamic event for their congregations, leaders of Pentecost services involved architecture, not just anthems.
The custom of painting heavenly scenes on the great domed and vaulted ceilings of cathedrals served not only to inspire the devout with
blessed visions. It also disguised some discreet trap doors. These small openings were drilled through the cathedral ceiling to the rooftop.
During the Pentecost worship service, some hapless servants would be drafted to clamber up on the roof. At the appropriate moment during
the liturgy, they would release live doves through these holes. From out of the painted skies and clouds on the cathedral ceiling, swooping,
diving symbols of a vitally present Holy Spirit would descend toward the people below.
At the same moment, the choirboys would break into the whooshing and drumming sound of a holy windstorm. Finally, as the doves were
flying and the winds were rushing, the ceiling holes would once again be utilized -- as bushels upon bushels of rose petals were showered
down upon the congregation. These red, flickering bits of flowers symbolized tongues of flame falling upon all who waited below in faith.
They called these openings to the sky in medieval churches "Holy Spirit holes."
Imagine the mystery, majesty and power such a service would bring into the hard-bitten lives of these Christians. Imagine how close and how
involved each believer must have felt in receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. Can you imagine that same kind of Spirit-breathing, breathtaking
power and vitality blowing down from the ceilings of our churches today? Can the Holy Spirit get through the fire-code crawl spaces, the
acoustic-tile ceilings and the rows of fluorescent lights to even find its way into our sanctuary?
Does our church need a Holy Spirit hole to open it outward and skyward to the Divine? In Diana Eck's words, "We need these Holy Spirit
holes. Our churches need these skyward openings to the wind rush of God.... Holy Spirit holes would be perpetual reminders to both the
prophetic and the Pentecostal movements in our churches that our knowledge of God is not complete. They would ceaselessly remind us that
no image or icon, no petal or flame can domesticate God's Spirit. Its symbolic images, like the dove and the wildfire, are images of utter
freedom."
Have we created around ourselves a spiritual vacuum that allows no breath of wind to blow, no flame of fire to ignite? Instead of experiencing
doves and flames swooping out from "Holy Spirit holes," are the well-insulated ceilings of our churches, like our souls, closed to any surprise
visitations from above?
Do you trust the wind? It is the wind-like quality of the Spirit that surprises us, that takes us where we don't want to go, that is unpredictable,
that drives us toward stillness, that drives us toward wholeness, that drives us toward shelter and safety.
Are there any Holy Spirit holes open in the ceiling of our church, your home, your workplace, your car, your school? Are you willing to
become a Holy Spirit hole in the life of this church?
The first group of religious women dedicated exclusively to the professional medical care of the sick in mission areas is called the Medical
Mission Sisters. Founded in 1925 as a Holy Spirit hole in the Roman Catholic church (its world headquarters is in Rome, its U.S. center in
Philadelphia), the Medical Mission Sisters used to sing a couple of signature songs. The most recent is called "Breath of God" and its words
are:
Blow through me, Breath of God,
Blow through me; like a pipe, like a reed, making melody
The cosmic song in me, Breath of God.
An earlier version is called "Breath of the Spirit." After each verse, if memory serves, came this refrain:
Fill the earth, birth it to birth and blow where you will; blow, blow, blow, 'til I be
But Breath of the Spirit blowing in me.
Blow, Holy Spirit holes, blow. Let God's Spirit breathe through you.
``Pastor Wilck
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INSTALLATION OF OUR CHURCH LEADERS
will occur during both Services on June 2.

We welcome new members:
Donna Miller as our Church Council President
Frank Johnson as our Church Council Vice President
Ann Marie MacBride as our WELCA President
All other roles are noted below.
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Welcome new church members!
We are blessed to have
Julia, Stephen and Jacob Howles
join our church family.
Jacob was baptized at Our Saviour on May 26, 2019.
Be sure to greet them and help them learn about our church ministries.
75TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
Exciting activities occurring throughout 2019!
Our official Anniversary is November 3.
 Different Pastors speaking at our various Services in May, June, July, September, October and November.
 Speakers from various ministries will be at our Services in May, June, July, September and October.
 Celebration Luncheon with comedian entertainment in October.
 We will have a baby picture contest.
 We will video record interviews with members to gather stories of our church history.
 There will be a new 75th Anniversary Booklet.
Please join the committee meeting on June 4 at 6:30 PM.

FROM THE TRUSTEES
TRUSTEES WORK—We have finally defeated
Winter again, our RG&E bill has indicated that the
Winter of 2018/2019 was 10% colder than the
2017/2018 Winter.
Our big project this Summer will be repairing,
re-sealing and re-stripping our main parking lot. This
work could close down our parking lot for a time, your
patience will be appreciated.

AMERICAN FLAGS—From May 26th to June 14th
(Flag Day) we will be collecting old and unused
American flags that will be disposed of in a proper way
by the Chili American Legion. A box is in the Narthex
area for your flags.

We are in the process of planning the installation of a
new electronic carillon system that will give us the
opportunity to sound bells and play musical numbers,
this will be financed by the Betty Curry's memorial fund.

VETERAN BRICKS—Two new veteran bricks were
recently installed at the base of the Richard W. Mitchel
Flag Pole for Clifford B. Forer and Hans P. Strasser.
We now have a total of 52 veteran bricks, 33 deceased
veterans and 19 living veterans. A copy of all these
veteran bricks is available at our veteran board.
Our next opportunity for presenting bricks will be at
Veterans Day Service on November 10th, God bless our
military veterans and our nation.
THE COMMUNICATOR

JUNE 2019

4

WOMEN OF THE ELCA

After a very busy year and long winter, June finds us coming to our break for the summer. On Tuesday, June 11th at
6:00 pm, we will gather for our end of year potluck picnic supper. As always, there will be good food and fellowship. If
you are interested in attending, there will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex. Contact Ann Seppa if you have
any questions. (889-4413).
Some of the ladies attended the 2019 Spring Communion Brunch at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Pittsford. Maggie
Harris from Community Lutheran Ministry (“Maggie's Place”) was our guest speaker. She talked to us about her
Summer Day Camp program for the children in her area. She is in need of donations of socks, towels, swim suits,
snacks, juices for the kids. Their camp starts the beginning of July. The Women of the ELCA are asking the
congregation for their help. If you would like to donate any of the above items, you can bring them to church. There
will be a donation box in the Narthex. We will be collecting during the month of June. Anything you can do to help
will be very much appreciated.
The Women of the ELCA support Maggie's Place every year. Maggie recently sent us a letter thanking us for our
generosity. In her letter she wrote, “God created a plan for our lives before we were Born. We have no idea who
we are going to meet and what an impact would have on each other’s life. I love God and I know he loves each
of us. He (God) gives the best gifts of all”.
On June 8th at 11:00 am, the ladies of the ELCA will be hosting Hans Strasser's Memorial reception in the Augsburg
Room. We are in need of dessert items for Hans' reception. If you would like to donate, there will be a sign-up sheet
on the table in the Narthex. Any questions, please contact Ann Seppa (889-4413).

LEADERSHIP AND PLANNING MEETING (we will be discussing the upcoming WELCA Upstate Synod
Convention that will be held on October 4, 5 & 6)
Date: Wednesday, June 12th
Time: 11:30 am
Place: Transfiguration Lutheran Church
3760 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14622
If you are interested in attending, please contact Barbara King at 293-7136 and bring a bag lunch. Beverage and dessert
will be provided.
We continue to increase our membership and hope that this will continue as we move through the year. There
is always room for more and we always have yummy refreshments too!
Ann Seppa, Secretary

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
We had a great collection of can tabs taken to the Synod Assembly in May. Thank you for helping! We will keep the
jar in the Narthex to continue collecting throughout the year.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA
Dear Christian Family,
The Women of the ELCA are once again sponsoring THE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES. We are
going to try something different this year. We are collecting a list of items per month starting in April. The box along with a list of
items for that month will be on the table in the Narthex. Each month there will be a different list of items. This will give the
Youth plenty of items to pack boxes in November.
The month of June: combs, brushes, soap, lip balm, wash cloths, sewing kits for girls, yo-yo, putty, slinky, jump rope,
fishing kit, little balls, mini games, mini puzzles, balls with pump, Play-Doh/accessories, and toy necklaces and bracelets.
A few notes of what can not be in the boxes: Fighting toys like knives, guns
No liquids (paint, nail polish, bubbles)
No candy or toothpaste
If you have any questions, please feel free to talk to me or call me at 426-0382.
~~Debbie Frey

BINGO PRIZES FOR CREEKEVIEW NURSING
HOME
The Women of the ELCA here at Our Saviour continue to
collect items to be used as bingo prizes at Creekview Nursing
Home. Members of the congregation are invited
(and encouraged) to participate in this activity. Please put the
items in bags and place at the WELCA table in the Narthex.
The suggestions that follow were provided by the Recreation
Leader at Creekview Nursing Home.
Women
Stuffed animals
Jewelry*
Lotion (small bottles)
Non-slip stocking slippers
Large print Word Search books

Men
Stuffed animals
Shaving cream
Large print playing cards
Non-slip stocking slippers

* clip-on earrings only, necklaces must be long enough to fit
over the head, and bracelets large enough to fit over the hand.
Jewelry with clasps is difficult to handle.
Thank you for your support of this activity and to
Donna Evenson who delivers our donations.
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE

We are currently selling tickets on Sundays in the Narthex
for the Basket Raffle. You may also bring your basket
donation to the church picnic. We will continue to sell
tickets then as well.
June 9 worship will be one Service at 10:00 AM. During the
worship we will recognize Sunday School staff and
students/youths, the various youth groups in the
congregation and the graduates. It is also the day to
welcome three youths through Confirmation.

The Christian Movie is on hold until
September
Christian Book Club will resume on
October 3 at 6:30 PM
The book is yet to be determined

The church picnic begins at 11:30 AM. We are asking the
Congregation to bring a dish to pass and your own place
setting. Please sign up for the picnic on the sheet in the
Narthex. The church will provide: hots, hamburgers, chips
and beverages. We will have the raffle/auction, games for
the children as well as a bounce house.

The youth of the 8th Grade Confirmation
Class:
Chloe Evans
Brayden Spencer
Sydney Emerson
concluded their Confirmation Program during the month of May.

If you would like to help during the picnic, please let
Brian Spencer and Mary Ellen Saur know.

The Rite of Confirmation is on
Sunday, June 9 Service, at 10:00 AM

RECOGNIZING OUR GRADUATES
during the Service on June 9
☺Gabriel (Gab) Foltz graduates from Rush-Henrietta High School. Gab will be attending 4 years at Syracuse
University. Son of Sheila and Franz.

☺Danielle Gatto graduates from Gates Chili High School in June 2019. She plans on attending Monroe Community
College in the Fall of 2019. She will be working on her Associate Degree in Physical Education and Exercise Science.
Danielle will also be playing soccer for the MCC Women’s team. Daughter of Linda and Nick Gatto.

☺Julianna Gatto graduated in May 2019 from Nazareth College of Rochester with her Bachelor of Science Degree.
Currently she is in the Physical Therapy Program at Nazareth College and will receive her Doctorate Degree in May
2021. Daughter of Linda and Nick Gatto.

☺Lauren McQueen will be attending Bryant & Stratton of Rochester in Spring 2019. She is working on a 2-year
degree in Medical Assistant Administration. Daughter of Karen and
Raymond McQueen.

☺Gracie Swind graduating high school with honors at Palm Harbor University in Palm Harbor, FL. She will be
attending St. Leo College in San Antonio, FL. Granddaughter of Daryl and Ed Jarvis.

☺Rayshaun Cramer graduates from Churchville-Chili High School. Grandson of Pastor and Debbie Wilck.
THE COMMUNICATOR
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Happy Father’s Day
to all the heroes and role models.

Thank you for everything
you have done for family.

We love you, Fathers, with all our hearts!

June 16th

God cares about the relationship between fathers and their kids—
“He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the
hearts of children to their fathers…[Malachi 4:6 ESV]

By the blessings and grace of God, Pastor Wilck came to Our Saviour 15 years ago! It has been a wonderful,
productive, lively and loving period. We ask God to give us many more years to come with Pastor. Please join us in
the Narthex for cake on June 16 to thank Pastor.
Volunteer at Camp Joy this summer! Since its founding in 1982, Camp Joy – a week-long
overnight summer camp for developmentally disabled adults - has thrived as an ENTIRELY
volunteer based organization. To maintain our Christ-centered, inspirational, fun-filled experience
for the 100 individuals who attend camp every year, we need volunteers like you! Camp is held at
the Rotary Sunshine Campus in Rush, NY, and this year will be June 16-21 (Sunday-Friday). Both
full- and part-time staff are needed, full room and board are provided for full-time staff, and there
is absolutely no monetary requirement for volunteers and no previous experience with this
population needed! Our need has become dire as we often keep a waiting list of campers wishing
to attend but are unable to accommodate due to an Insufficient number of volunteers. Please
consider being a part of this outstanding organization and share the experience of a lifetime to
continue to make this camp possible for so many individuals who desire this fulfilling
experience. For more information or to register as a volunteer, visit our website:
www.campjoyny.org, or call(585) 371-8851 with any additional questions.
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS
Thursday, June 20 at 7:00 PM
Outdoor Service—remember to bring your
lawn chair or blankets.
SUNDAY SERVICES BEGIN
June 23
One Service at 9:30 AM
Through Labor Day

RED WINGS GAME
Each year Genesee Valley Motors purchases tickets to a Red
Wings Game for Law Enforcement to share with their
community. The Gates Police Chief is offering tickets. The
game is on Sunday, July 14, 1:00 PM. If you wish for tickets,
please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. Or email/call the
office (office@oursaviourrochester.org 247-7824).
The DEADLINE to sign up is JUNE 9 so that we can let
the Chief know headcount asap.

SUMMER FAMILY FUN
August 11—Youth Appreciation Day and Family Day
at Seabreeze (after the worship). The sign-up sheet is
in the Narthex. Family and friends are welcome.
Details will be coming over the summer.
``Grace and peace, Janeen
CARING AND SHARING
We all have loving hearts but busy lives. To make life easier
for you to show others you care, we are providing a CARD
BOX.
Help yourself to cards and envelopes. Our LCOS Directory
is there to help you find addresses. You can write your
notes and address the envelopes now while you are thinking
of it. Just add a stamp and drop it in the mail.
The card box is located on the small round table next to the
lift/elevator. Seats are provided.
Do you receive free cards in the mail?
Bring them in and add to the box.

CANS & BOTTLES: Tired of bringing your bottles
& cans with a 5 cent deposit to the grocery
store? Bring them to FLOWER CITY Bottle & Can
Return across the street from church. They are open
Sundays from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, so bring your cans
to church and drop them off after. DID YOU
KNOW? You can designate Lutheran Church of
Our Saviour Youth Group to receive credit for your
returns. Just drop off the cans & bottles and they will
credit Our Saviour's account. Every little bit helps!
WE RECENTLY RECEIVED $53 FROM THE FACILITY!
OUR THANKS TO YOU ALL!!!

REFRIGERTOR/FREEZER USE—A notice to
anybody that stores food and drinks in the church's
refrigerator and freezer. You must
date and identify everything that's goes
into the refrigerator and freezer
especially if you want to stay the
owner of such items. Periodically we
will check and purge any unmarked
items if they look bad or spoiled. Also,
it is very important that we keep the
top three shelves cleared for
supporting events that may occur
periodically like funerals and special
church celebrations.
THE COMMUNICATOR
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LYO GARAGE SALE
The Youth had another successful sale. Thank you to our contributors and volunteers! We cannot do it without you
each year. The funds raised this year was approximately $1500. We have a few items to try and sell on the internet.
Please note that we are accepting donations throughout the year. Donations can be dropped off Monday - Friday
during office hours at Dell Hall, and Sundays during worship hours.

Many thanks go out to the participants in the Adopt-A-Highway Program! Our
Church and Community Board is very appreciative for your continued assistance
in the program. It is important that we help keep the community clean. God
bless the community, our church and volunteers. Again, thank you very much!
*Ed Jarvis

*Pat Stich

*Ashley Yackel

















*Jerry Stich

*Emily Yackel

*Kevin Yackel

*Ed Housel

*Susan Yackel

*Deb Housel

Mary Ellen Saur, Ann and Gordon Seppa, Debi Macksamie, Patti Schulz, Debbie Frey, Daryl Jarvis,
Colleen Forsey, and Elaine De Vantier for collating, stapling, addressing and mailing the May
newsletter.
Mary Ellen Saur, Sharon and Richard Yackel assembling the bulletins each week.
Mary Ellen Saur for continuing to change the message on the sign and doing other various tasks in the
office.
To all the Sunday Modern Traditional Power Point volunteers.
Linda Lough for maintaining the oil candles in preparation for Sunday Services.
Margie Kowalski for continuing to care for the plants in the Narthex and replacing the flowers in the
planters and vases.
The Cleaning Bee members for keeping up with the various cleaning jobs.
Cindy Borzilleri and Carol Werth maintaining the Time and Talent and Worship documentation as well
as the volunteers.
Ed Jarvis, Larry Hopkins and Mary Ellen Saur for the lawn work.
To the various Committees that help with Memorial Services and Baptism.
To the Evangelism Committee for leading the basket raffle and picnic. Many thanks to the volunteers
for helping as well.
To the church members and parents that helped with the First Communion and Confirmation classes/
children.
To Pastor Swanson and the RIT Campus Ministry for speaking at our Services in May.
Thank you to Pastor, Janie and Larry Hopkins for representing our Congregation at the 2019 Upstate
NY Synod, ELCA Synod Assembly.
Simone has a greater appreciation for all the things that Mary did in the office. Never knew all the work
that needed to be done!

The commitment and dedication of all members of Our Saviour are important to the congregation's
mission and ministry. We want to recognize the tasks done by members. Committee/Board Chairs and
others are asked to share these names with the Office Manager, Simone Harter, for inclusion in future
issues of the Communicator.
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HERE ARE TWO RECIPES from Donna Evenson.
You may share your recipes by emailing to office@oursaviourrochester.org, drop off or send via postal mail.
Don’t forget to include your name and little comment (ex: my family’s favorite, etc).

THE COMMUNICATOR

JUNE 2019

12

SPECIFIC TO OUR SAVIOUR
† Collecting old & used American Flags, 5/26—6/14
† Guest speaker, 6/2, at both Services
Pastor is to-be-determined
† Presenting the Confirmands Projects, 6/2, 10:15 AM

SPECIFIC TO OUR SAVIOUR

† Installation of Church Leaders, 6/2, at both Services
† 75th Anniversary Committee Meeting, 6/4, 6:30 PM

† Free Red Wings Game, 7/14, 1:00 PM

† Rite of Confirmation, 6/9, one Service 10:00 AM

† Summer Family Fun Day at Seabreeze
8/11, after the 9:30 AM Service

† Recognition of:
† Sunday School staff & students/youths
† Various youth groups
† Graduates
One Service 10:00 AM on 6/9
† Church Picnic & Basket Raffle, 6/9, 11:30 AM
(after the Service)

† Christian Movie (Evangelism) in September
† Christian Book Club (Evangelism), 10/3, 6:30 PM
The book is to-be-determined
† Next opportunity to present veteran bricks, 11/10

† WELCA End-of-year Potluck, 6/11, 6:00 PM
† WELCA Leadership & Planning Meeting
6/12, 11:30 AM
† HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
both 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM Services on 6/16

OTHER ACTIVITIES
† Camp Joy, 6/16 - 6/21
† Upstate NY Synod Convention (WELCA),
10/4 - 10/6

† Pastor’s LCOS Anniversary
6/16, Serving cake in between Services
† Summer Services
† Thursday Worship begins 6/20, 7:00 PM
† Sunday Service begins 6/23, 9:30 AM
† 75th Anniversary, the theme for June is
First Responders, speaker on 6/23,
one summer Service at 9:30 AM
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Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour
2415 Chili Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624
Office: 585-247-7824, Monday - Friday 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Fax: 585-247-7849
E-mail: office@oursaviourrochester.org
Website: www.OurSaviourRochester.org
The Rev. Joachim Wilck, Pastor
Office Manager: Simone Harter
A member congregation of the Upstate New York Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF OUR SAVIOUR
2415 CHILI AVENUE
ROCHESTER, NY 14624

THE CHURCH SERVICES ARE
RECORDED AND ARE ON YOUTUBE
GO TO
WWW.OURSAVIOURROCHESTER.ORG
AND
CLICK ON WATCH AND LISTEN
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