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The Church Staff join in extending their prayers
for you to have a Happy, Healthy and
Blessed New Year!
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
9:00 AM and 11:15 AM
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
Sunday, January 28
The
Annual
Congregational
meeting of the
L u t h e r a n
Church of Our
Saviour is Sunday, January 28,
We will gather at
5:00 PM for a soup and sandwich sup-

per, with the meeting following at 6:00
PM. The boards, committees, organizations and staff of the congregation will
present their annual reports. Copies of
the Annual Bulletin of Reports are
available for members on Sunday, January 21. Your participation is important.

We pray this year to be peaceful
For strength to see it through
For each one who lost someone precious
And For all that is Holy and True
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January Birthdays

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS . . .
HAPPY BIRTHDAY and BEST
WISHES to all these members of
Our Saviour who celebrate birthdays
during the month of January. We
pray for your continued growth in
God's grace.
1-Ann Greene
1-William Neal
1-Emily Yackel
2-Kendall Rae Austin
2-Shelly O'Connor Borrelli
2-Peter Sitter
3-Sharon Yackel
3-Stephen Nielsen, Jr.
5-Nancy Austin
5-Madison Johnson
5-Jamie Mitchell
7-Carol Oehlbeck
7-Allison Keller
8-Peggy Hamblin
8-Mary Voorhies
8-Amy Reese
8-Jacob Doherty

8-Robert Meyer
10-Paul Hayhurst
10-Katherine Cuyler
11-Cassaundra Carpenter
12-Wendy Forrest
13-Michael Castrichini
13-Krista Vasile
13-James Grimes
14-Grace Reese
14-Cynthia Borzilleri
16-James Hahn
16-Jenna Swick
17-Kyle Mochrie
17-Janie Hopkins
18-Amanda Mousaw
19-Heike Pleten
20-Joyce Tesch
20-Justin Abbott
20-Timothy Barry
21- Jacob Walberger
22-Jeffrey Rauber
23-Richard Pearce
23-John Pleten
23-Kyle Wiesmore
23-Cassidy Wiesmore
24-Nicholas Sihto
25-Ryan Grimes
26-Thomas Oliver

27-Karen Greene
27-Daniel Turner
27-Andrew Forest
27-Shane Noll
28-Jennifer Bonanno
28-John Follett, Jr.
28-Arlene Ellis
29-Gary Perkins
29-Taylor Mousaw
29-Teliah Cramer
29-Dakota Francisco
30-Alfred Saucke
30-Helga Mitchell

January Anniversaries
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES . . . Congratulations
and Best Wishes to these members of Our Saviour who
celebrate wedding anniversaries during the month of
January. May God continue to bless you and increase
your love for one another!
HAPPY HOLIDAY TO ALL!!!!
1—John and Farress Crombe
Happy 35th Anniversary
7—Michael and Linda Christensen
30—Frederick and Leslie Brightman
Happy 25th Anniversary

T H E C O MM U NI C AT OR

The children did a beautiful job with
their Christmas play and thanks to all
who helped put this together! NO
SUNDAY SCHOOL December 24th
and December 31, 2018. Everyone
have a blessed Christmas and we will
see you in the
New Year☺
Mrs. Michelle Coval
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WOMEN OF THE E.L.C.A. PAGE

The Women of E.L.C.A. hope everyone had a Blessed Christmas and New Year.
A special thank you to AnnMarie MacBride for again opening up her beautiful home and hosting our Annual Christmas Party. Great fellowship and food were the order of the day. Secret pals were revealed,
but due to an impending storm, we had to reschedule our Annual Christmas party and some of the ladies
were unable to attend. It was decided that we would choose new secret pals at our meeting in February.
Upcoming events for 2018 will be forthcoming.
Ann Seppa, Cheryl Stone and Barbara King will be providing refreshments for fellowship for Sunday,
January 14h.
As we take our winter break, no meeting will be held in January. The next regular meeting will be held
on Tuesday, February 13th at 12:00 noon. Please bring lunch. Beverage and dessert will be provided.
Debbie Frey will be the hostess for this meeting and Barbara King will do devotions.
At this meeting, we will be discussing the book “The Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles. This is
a book about a man who is ordered to spend the rest of his life inside a luxury hotel. In 1922 Count
Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by the Bolshevik tribunal and is sentenced to
house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Everyone is invited to
join us to discuss this book.
We continue to increase our membership and hope that this will continue as we move through the year.
There is always room for more!!!
Ann Seppa, Secretary

BINGO PRIZES FOR CREEKVIEW NURSING HOME
The Women of the ELCA here at Our Saviour continue to collect items to be used as bingo prizes at Westgate
Nursing Home, Now called Creekview Nursing Home. Members of the congregation are invited (and encouraged) to participate in this activity. A plastic box for donations is located on the large table in the narthex. The
suggestions that follow were provided by the Recreation Leader at Creekview Nursing Home.
Women
Stuffed animals
Jewelry*
Playing cards, large print
Non-slip stocking slippers
Large print word search books.

Men
Stuffed animals
Shaving cream
Playing cards
Non-slip stocking slippers
Large print word search books

* clip-on earrings only, necklaces must be long enough to fit over the head, and bracelets large enough to fit over
the hand. Jewelry with clasps is difficult to handle.
Thank you for your support of this activity and to Donna Evenson who delivers our donations.
T H E C O MM U NI C AT OR
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR

We, the members of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, as baptized
followers of Jesus Christ will foster a living, expressive relationship with
our Lord and our neighbors.
We will do this in a way that seeks to serve all segments of our congregation and community by:
♦
♦
♦
♦

Providing a welcoming environment for youth and young adults.
Strengthening the family unit.
Involving the elderly and recognizing their special needs.
Making Christ visible through worship.

Wednesday, February 14, 2018

Recommended by the Long Range Planning committee on October 27, 2010

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL BRUNCH WITH SANTA
Brunch with Santa was Saturday, December 16 and once again we had a great showing. Children from Sunday School
and Preschool enjoyed grilled cheese sandwiches and chips followed by a personal visit with Santa. Many thanks go
out to Santa’s elves: Paul Denz, Michelle Coval and Sheila Foltz, Dick Ransom; Janeen Oliver; Linda Loughlin, Chloe
and Jill Evans, Pam and Brian Spencer, Jim Palmer and Frank Johnson who helped with serving and clean-up. SPECIAL THANKS TO SANTA!

NEW FLOWER CHART POSTED
A new flower chart for 2018 is posted on the narthex bulletin board. The Altar Guild invites you
to select the date on which you wish to place flowers on the altar as an expression of devotion to
the Lord, in memory of a loved one, as an expression of joy and thanksgiving on an anniversary
or birthday, or other special occasions in life. The cost for the flowers is $30.00.

T H E C O MM U NI C AT OR
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RECENT BAPTISM
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONNOR JAMES JOHNSON—DEC 3
PLEASE KEEP HIM IN YOUR
YOUR PRAYERS AS
HE JOINED OUR CHURCH FAMILY

JUBILEES VALENTINE DAY LUNCHEON
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 AT NOON
AT YIANNE’S ON PIXLEY ROAD
MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW

LYO SLEDDING PARTY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
FOLLOWING THE
11:15 AM SERVICE

CARING AND SHARING
We all have loving hearts but busy lives. To make life easier for you
to show others you care, we are providing a CARD BOX.
Help yourself to cards and envelopes. Our LCOS Directory is there to help you find addresses. You can write your notes
and address the envelopes now while you are thinking of it. Just add a stamp and drop it in the mail.
The card box is located on the small round table next to the elevator.
Seats are provided.
Do you receive free cards in the mail?
Bring them in and add to the box.

T H E C O MM U NI C AT OR
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From Pastor Wilck
At the end of December 1772, an Anglican priest in the poor parish of Olney worked by candlelight on his New Year’s Day
sermon. He would preach on the text of 1 Chronicles 17, verses 16 and 17. That passage was David’s response to God after
Nathan informed him that his descendants would be enthroned forever as kings of Israel. David, the once poor shepherd
boy, the man who would have repented of adultery and murder, responded to the news by saying, “Who am I, O Lord God,
and what is my family, that you have brought me thus far?”
That pastor was John Newton, and those words struck a deep chord in his heart.
In those last days of 1772, Newton found himself running out of empty pages in his journal, a bound book of 300 pages
holding 16 years worth of entries. As he came to finish that journal and start another, his mind was drawn to the pages of his
past: the story of his life from his days as an unregenerate slave-trader to becoming a child of God.
Newton would have remembered when his rebellious spirit got him thrown off numerous ships, publicly flogged, and ousted
from His Majesty’s Navy. He would have remembered the shipwrecks and the mutinies—and then the transformation of his
heart by the power of the Gospel. As Newton considered those days gone by, he would have asked as David did, “Who am I,
O Lord . . . that you have brought me this far?”
As was his habit, Newton set to work composing a hymn to illustrate his New Year’s Day sermon. In that hymn, he would
tell his poor congregation of lace-makers and low-paid artisans about the dangers and snares he had faced. He would reflect
on the amazing grace that had saved a wretch like him.
Those now-famous words of “Amazing Grace,” first sung in the small parish of Olney on New Year’s Day, 1773, lingered in
obscurity for many years. Even as Newton counseled the young William Wilberforce and encouraged him to stay the course
in the long battle against the slave trade, the words to “Amazing Grace” were little sung in England. But the Olney hymnal,
later published by Newton, caught on in the Americas.
The words of “Amazing Grace” would surface again some 80 years later in a book that would change the course of this nation, Uncle Tom’s Cabin. In it, the slave, Tom, at his lowest point, sings the words of “Amazing Grace.” Two verses hardly
sung today were sung by Tom: “And when this mortal life shall fail/And flesh and sense shall cease,/ I shall possess within
the veil,/ A life of joy and peace.” These words of the ultimate hope in God, even in the face of deep injustice, forever entwined the words of “Amazing Grace” with the plight of the slaves.
But it all began in that dark little study in the waning days of a year gone by, when one man took the time to reflect on God’s
goodness to him.
This New Year’s Day we would all do well to pay tribute to Newton by imitating his gratitude to God and his heart for the
lost. We would do well also to set aside some time to reflect on what God has done in our lives—how He has delivered us
from slavery to sin. And we would do well to consider how we, in this new year of 2018, can sing God’s praise with our
lips and with our lives.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2018

T H E C O MM U NI C AT OR
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EVANGELISM
The Christian Book Club will be meeting January 7, 2018, at 10:30 AM at church to discuss
“Left to Tell”. Come and join us.
The Evangelism Committee would like you to join us for Christian Movie Afternoon, Saturday,
January 20, 2018, at 2:00 PM. We will be showing movies that will be appropriate for the entire family. There will be popcorn and other refreshments. After the movie there will be time for comments and questions if you wish to stay and discuss
the movie. The movie will “A Case for Christ”. Hope you can join us.
We are looking for more people to join the group to bring new and creative ideas. We will be meeting the second Sunday of
each month at 10:15 a.m. in Pastor’s office.

TRUSTEES REPORT
The Trustees are still looking for a few more
people to remove snow from our church entrances by shoveling and/or using the snowblower. Snow removal is necessary to have safe
access into our church, especially before our
Sunday Services. Contact Ed Jarvis if you can
help in this work.

Commencing on Tuesday, January 2nd, Jan-Pro Cleaning Company will start cleaning our complete church one day a week,
initially on Mondays but it could change to another day as the cleaning crew gets familar with our building. They will be given
their own code to the security system and a master key, Ed Jarvis wiil be the main interface between the crew and church.
The crew will consists of Xavier and Shannon Santos, if you bump into them please greet them and introduce yourselves. As
mentioned in the previous newsletter, we as members of this church need to be vigilant about how our church looks, if we
see anything out of order then let's take care of it. A Church Care Team will be checking periodically the condition of our
church, they will take action to correct any conditions that may exist. We give a special thanks to all the cleaners who
have been cleaning our church for many years.

THE CHURCH SERVICES ARE RECORDED
AND ARE ON YOUTUBE
GO TO
WWW.OURSAVIOURROCHESTER.ORG AND
CLICK ON SERMONS

T H E C O MM U NI C AT OR
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THANK YOU

 Mary Ellen Saur, Cheryl Stone, Carol Werth, Ann
and Gordon Seppa, Jean Lombard for collating,
stapling addressing and mailing the December newsletter.
 Carolyn Hane for recruiting the Advent Wreath
lighters.
 Ed Jarvis, Jim Flick, Larry Hopkins and Rick
Chapin for setting up and preparing the Christmas
tree for the decorations.
 All the families for decorating the Church for the
Christmas season.
 Richard and Sharon Yackel and Mary Ellen Saur
for assembling the Sunday bulletins and the Christmas Bulletins.
 Daryl and Ed Jarvis for setting up the Advent
Wreath.
 Carol Werth and Dick Ransom for sorting the Harvest Home Food for distribution. Special thanks to
the Women of the ELCA of Our Saviour for donating four $50 gift cards to go with the food baskets.
 Marielies Renke for decorating the planter for
Christmas and her weekly care of the plants in the
narthex.
 To all the families for gifts placed under the Angel
tree.

 Jerry Stich, for all time preparing the gifts for the
Family Mission and as well as his time working on
the sound system.
 Rick Chapin for printing a LARGE 2018 wall calendar for the office.
 Ed Jarvis, Larry Hopkins for vacuuming the church
cushions.
 NG’us group for decorating Christmas Hall this year.
Great job!
The commitment and dedication of all members of Our
Saviour are important to the congregation's mission and
ministry. We want to recognize the tasks done by members. Committee/Board Chairs and others are asked to
share these names with Office Manager, Mary Pleten for
inclusion in future issues of the Communicator.

WOMEN OF THE E.L.C.A.
Winter Break— No meeting in January

CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB,
Sunday, January 7 at 10:30 AM

ELDERS MEETING
Sunday–January 7
12:15 PM

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
MEETING—TBA
MOVIE AFTERNOON
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2:00 PM

CHURCH COUNCIL
Monday, January 8 at 6:30 PM.
EVANGELISM MEETING
Sunday, January 14 at 10:15 AM

LYO MURDER MYSTERY
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19.

BIBLE STUDY BEGINS
WEDNESDAY, January 10 at 10:00 AM and
Monday, January 15 at 7:00 PM.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 28, 2018
5:00 PM Soup and Sandwich Supper
6:00 PM Meeting

T H E C O M M U NI C A T O R
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LYO Happenings!!!!
Hello NG'sUs and LYO
December has been a very busy month for the youth. We had been making decorations for the
Christmas Hall and spent the week prior to the Brunch with Santa setting up the hall. Thank you
SUNDAY,
to Mr. Denz, Mr. Ransom for everything they do to make the Hall so wonder filled. Thank you to
FEBRUARY 4, 2018
all the youth and their families for helping set up the hall. We know December is such a busy time
of year and we appreciate your dedication to the youth's ministry to the community through the
The youth will once
again collect cans goods hall.
Grace and peace, Janeen Oliver
and $1.00
Murder Mystery, January 19
Youth Sledding, January 28
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 4
Grace and peace
Janeen Oliver

COMMUNITY FOOD CUPBOARD COUPONS
The Community Food Cupboard in downtown Rochester serves a large senior community, as well as others in
emergency situations as they arise. We (The Women of the ELCA) feel that this program is another way that Our
Saviour can do God’s work within the community.
I will send in coupons collected on a weekly or biweekly schedule. The Food Cupboard uses the coupons to buy
the products and then distributes the products to their clients. We need to watch expiration dates carefully, thus
the weekly or biweekly mailings. Coupons requested include: canned goods (especially soups, as well as vegetables
and fruits); peanut butter (they stressed this product); cereal products and dairy products. A box for the coupons
is located on the table in the narthex.
Thank you in advance for your support of this project.
Sharon Yackel
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
2415 Chili Avenue Rochester, NY 14624
Phone: 585-247-7824
Fax: 585-247-7849
Email: LCOSRochester@fronternet.net
Www:OurSaviourRochester.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 AM—1:00PM

Pastor Wilck is normally in his church study
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
9:00 AM-12:00 PM He is available to meet you
at church or at other mutually arranged times.
You may also contact him or leave a message at
his cellular number 269-9086. On Friday, Pastor’s day off, he is available for pastoral emergencies. When calling the church after hours,
and wishing to leave a message for Pastor
Wilck, when prompted dial Extension 311 for
his personal voice mail.

ADVENT WREATH
LIGHTING
Thank you to all!

Thank you to all who led the Advent Wreath Lighting portion of our Sunday Worship during the four Sundays in Advent. We value the involvement of members of the congregation in various aspects of worship leadership. Thank you
to Jim and Ann Marie MacBride; Ed and Daryl Jarvis; Pam
and Brian Spencer, Michelle Coval and family; Dick and
Carol Ransom. Also, thank you Carolyn Hane for recruiting our “Advent Wreath Lighters”.

Please inform Pastor Wilck whenever there is
an illness or hospitalization in your family. He
appreciates your help. When you are admitted
to a hospital, please list your religious preference as “Lutheran Church of Our Saviour” and
contact Pastor or the church office.

CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF OUR SAVIOUR
2415 CHILI AVENUE
ROCHESTER, NY 14624
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