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Pastor Wilck is normally in his 
church study Monday - Thursday 
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. He is 
available to meet you at church or 
at other mutually arranged times. 
You may also contact him or leave 
a message on 269-9086. Friday is 
Pastor’s day off, but he is available 
for pastoral emergencies.  
 
We ask that you use Pastor’s 
updated church email: 
pastor@oursaviourrochester.org 
 
Please inform Pastor whenever 
there is an illness or 
hospitalization in your family. He 
appreciates your help. When you 
are admitted to a hospital, please 
list your religious preference as 
“Lutheran Church of Our Saviour” and 
contact Pastor or the church office. 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

We, the members of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 
as baptized followers of Jesus Christ, will foster a living, 
expressive relationship with our Lord and our neighbors. 

We will do this in a way that seeks to serve all segments of 
our congregation and community by: 

 Providing a welcoming environment for youth and 
young adults. 

 Strengthening the family unit. 

 Involving the elderly and recognizing their special 
needs. 

 Making Christ visible through worship. 

 

Recommended by the Long Range Planning Committee on 

October 27, 2010. 
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As we look at February, we also look at the beginning of Lent. Lent is a time of repentance and renewal. Our services 
are marked by psalms, hymns, scripture, meditation, and prayer. We come face-to-face with both who we are and what 
we have been in contrast to our baptismal vows. We re-discover what we can become by God’s grace, power, and 
indwelling.  Throughout this Lenten time, we will remember that we are forgiven and restored and that daily we are 
strengthened to overcome the mountains of life. 
 
Our Lenten journey begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. There will be no imposition of ashes, but it will be a 
service of Holy Communion. As God always reveals himself on mountains, so our Lenten themes will revolve around 
those revelations. Our schedule is as follows: 
 
February 17: Ash Wednesday Communion service 
February 25:  The mount of temptation 
March 4: The mount of suffering 
March 11: The mount of loyalty 
March 18: The mount of sacrifice 
March 25: The mount of triumph 
 
Please note all our services will be held at 7 o’clock in the evening. With the exception of Ash Wednesday, all mid-week 
services will be held on Thursdays. There will be no soup suppers. As we enter this significant period of spiritual 
discernment, my prayer is that you climb the mountains with me so that we can walk into the valley of the resurrection 
knowing that God walks with us through all our journeys.  
 
 
From the Stewardship Committee: 
A word of thanks to those who have returned their estimate of giving cards for 2021. Your continued commitment to 
the life of our community of faith is greatly appreciated. If you have not returned your card, we encourage you to do so. 
They are available on the Narthex table or in the church office if you have lost yours. 
 
In his book The Stewardship of Life, Kurt Nowery writes about the stewardship of commitment. “The stewardship of 
commitment extends to every role, every responsibility, and every important relationship. And for the Christian 
commitment, it has an even deeper significance because it is the evidence of genuine loyalty to Christ. Jesus said to his 
disciples, ‘a new command I give to you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. All men 
will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.’ The central identifying characteristic of a Christian is 
commitment demonstrated through love. Christians aren’t supposed to be spotted by their W. W. J. D. bracelets, or their 
gold crosses or their clever bumper stickers. There is a better identifier consistent, committed, Christlike love.” 
 
It is your commitment that continues to sustain us as a congregation. As we seek to proclaim the kingdom of God in 
this place and receive his redeeming love and care, we are grateful for your expressions of commitment, not only in your 
financial giving but also in your time and talents, all of which enhance our life as a community. Again we thank you for 
your continued support of our church community and pray for God‘s blessing as we enter into 2021. 

 
 

~~Pastor Wilck 
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OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE WILL REMAIN THE SAME FOR 2021: 
 Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

 With the exception of a Wednesday service for Ash Wednesday (2/17/21) 
 This schedule is subject to change based on the COVID pandemic. 

 
 Please note that you may come indoors for both days’ services or remain outdoors (drive-in).  We will continue to 

broadcast the service through your car radio (on the 87.9 station). 
 We are set up with social distancing for indoor services. 
 Please wear your mask appropriately covering the nose and chin. 
 Please remain seated at all times during indoor worship. 
 Please do not congregate inside before or after the services.  Please socialize outside. 
 We ask that the first two rows in the parking lot be left for drive-in attendees to park there. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation to help our church family stay safe. 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
The Annual Report booklets are available in the Narthex if you wish to pick one up.  Please contact 
the office if you cannot pick up or if there are any questions regarding the report’s content. 
Thank you to Pastor and all of Our Saviour’s committees/groups on your reflection of a difficult 
2020 year.  All your adjustments and thinking-out-of-the-box is greatly appreciated as we continue 
further with more challenging times. 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

VALENTINE’S DAY, RENEWAL OF VOWS SERVICES are on February 11 and 14 
 
In keeping with St. Valentine’s Day, we are celebrating relationships during our worship services. We give thanks for 
marriages, parental, sibling or any relationship you may wish to celebrate. There will also be opportunity for members 
who wish to renew their wedding vows to do so during the Prayers of the Church. 

 
 

THE CHURCH STAFF WOULD LIKE TO ONCE 
AGAIN THANK THE  CONGREGATION FOR 

THE GENEROUS CHRISTMAS BONUS. 
GOD BLESS YOU! 

ASH WEDNESDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE is on February 17 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Ash Wednesday is important because it marks the start of the Lenten period leading up to Easter, when Christians 
believe Jesus was resurrected. The ashes symbolize both death and repentance. During this period, Christians show 
repentance and mourning for their sins, because they believe Christ died for them.  
 
Due to the pandemic this year, we will not have the imposition of ashes at the service. 
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 Please contact the church office if you 
have prayer requests. 

 In addition, please let the office know if 
prayer requests can be removed from the 
Prayer List. 

Closing of the church due to weather 
If the church closes due to hazardous weather conditions, 
we will post the closing in the following forums: 
 
 WROC/CHANNEL 8: On television and website 

(RochesterFirst.com, under the Weather menu) 
 WHEC/CHANNEL 10/NBC : On television and 
      website (WHEC.com, under the Weather menu) 
 WHAM/CHANNEL 13/ABC/FOX ROCHESTER.  

Please note that you can only check via their website 
(13wham.com, under the Weather menu) instead of 
your television. 

 
If the church network is operational, we will also initiate a 
phone tree distribution to the congregation. 

ALTAR GUILD 

The 2021 flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. The Altar 
Guild invites you to indicate the date on which you wish to place flowers on 
the altar as expression of devotion to the Lord, in memory of a loved one, as 
an expression of joy and thanksgiving on an anniversary or birthday, or other 
special occasions in life. 

 
The cost for the flowers is $30.00. There are plenty of dates left to sign up for. We encourage and appreciate your 
participation. 

Continue praying, 
Cheryl Stone 

The Scouting program at the Lutheran Church of 
Our Saviour is more than just an activity for our 
youth to learn about the outdoors. Scouting 
provides fun, fellowship, and training to our youth 
as well as youth in our community. It emphasizes 
honesty, self-reliance, and respect. Through a year-
round program, it affects character, citizenship, and 
personal fitness, but the success of our Scouting 
depends on our volunteers, who serve in a variety 
of leadership roles so that our young people may 
benefit from our Scouting ministry.  
 
As the Boy Scouts of America celebrates Scouts 
Sunday (February 7 at 10:00 a.m.), we salute the 
splendid volunteers who serve as Cubmasters, 
Scoutmasters, and in other positions of leadership. 
The Pack and Troop would like to invite you and 
your family to be a part of their program. 
 

Troop Leader, 
Hans Witt 
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Bible Study resumes on February 2, 
at 10:00 a.m. 

REFRIGERATOR/FREEZER USE 
 
A notice to anybody who stores food and drinks in the 
church's refrigerator and freezer: you must date and identify 
everything that goes into the refrigerator and freezer 
especially if you want to stay the owner of such items.  

Periodically we will check and purge any 
unmarked items if they look bad or 
spoiled. Also, it is very important that we 
keep the top three shelves cleared for 
supporting future events. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

CARING AND SHARING 
 
We all have loving hearts and stressful lives during this 
pandemic.  To make life easier for you to show others you 
care, we are providing a CARD BOX. 
 
Help yourself to cards and envelopes.  Our LCOS 
Directory is there to help you find addresses.  You can 
write your notes and address the envelopes now while you 
are thinking of it.  Just add a stamp and drop it in the mail. 
 

The card box is located on the small 
round table next to the lift/elevator. 
 
Do you receive free cards in the mail?  
Bring them in and add them to the box. 

 
 

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Church & Community Committee did not meet in January. 
    
I would like to share the following email I received from Chaeonna Streeter, Case Manager from the Coldwater Women 
& Children’s House, in reference to our Angel Tree gifts: 
 
“Christmas for the Coldwater House residents was great. A donor paid for their stay at a hotel where each 
family was given their own room and their own Christmas tree. Each family’s gifts were placed under their 
tree. They were very grateful and so excited with all of the gifts that were given to them. The families all had a 
‘fantastic’ Christmas.   Thank you again for your support and help.” 
 
With the holidays behind us, there is still a need to feed the hungry in our community. Church & Community is 
sponsoring a “food drive” during Lent from March 4 through March 21 for St. Theodore’s Food Pantry.    
 
Wishing everyone a “Happy Valentine’s Day.” 
 

~~Ann Seppa, Committee Chair 

Evangelism activities remain in recess.  We will not holding the Christian Movie in February.  Keep hope and faith 
that we will join in fellowship soon. 
 

~~Pam Spencer 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY and BEST 
WISHES to these members of Our 
Saviour who celebrate birthdays 
during this month  We pray for your 
continued growth in God's grace. 

 
1-Chloe Evans 
7-Kevin Yackel 
7-Daniel Stich 
9-Pamela Spencer 
9-Alexa Jo Sovereign 
10-Karen Yackel 
12-Brian Spencer 
12-Patrick Dougherty 
14-Karen Osterling 
14-Alexandria Guiles 
16-Devin Patrick Mochrie 
18-Jean Schilling 
19-Peyton Osterling 

20-Valerle Baird 
21-David Saur 
22-Karen Stelljes 
23-Sandra Austin 
23-Tyler Emerson 
24-Larry Hopkins 
24-Sandra Tesch 
26-Michael Frey 

 

CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES to these members of Our Saviour who celebrate Wedding Anniversaries 
during this month.  May God continue to bless you and increase your love for one another!  
 
 

17—Todd and Jaime Walberger 
19—Robert and Barbara Sihto 

 Anniversaries     

February Celebrations 
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 Mary Ellen Saur for continuing to change the message on the sign. 
 Daryl Jarvis for continuing to care for the plants in the Narthex. 
 Thrivent for their continued support, sponsorship, and contributions. 
 Ed Jarvis and Larry Hopkins for continuing to maintain and sanitize the church. 
 Jerry Stich for continuing to record the services and updating them on our website. 
 Cheryl Stone, and Daryl and Ed Jarvis for maintaining the Altar care. 
 Mary Ellen for updating the attendance and communion logs. 
 Jerry Stich for snow shoveling the church entrance and sidewalk. 
 Alice Popen for continuing to coordinate weddings held during the pandemic. 
 Mary Ellen Saur and Sharon Yackel for assembling the weekly bulletins. 
 Jennifer and Connor Large for continuing to fill the oil in the Altar candles. 
 The CLC/Caring and Sharing members for continuing to provide meals to Rudy Vogel. 
 Our Saviour Sunday School teachers for doing a great job with the children and keeping them engaged 

and safe. 
 Mary Ellen Saur, Debi Macksamie, Jean Lombard and Cheryl Stone for assembling the January newsletter. 
 The Keller and Seiling families for donating the iPads for use with the new sound system. 
 Mary Ellen, and Daryl and Ed Jarvis for assembling the 2020 Annual Report booklets. 
 
The commitment and dedication of all members of Our Saviour are important to the congregation's mission and 

ministry.  We want to recognize the tasks done by members.  Committee Chairs and others are asked to share these 

names with the Office Manager, Simone Harter, for inclusion in future issues of the Communicator. 

LYO/YOUTH 

During the month of December, the youth continued their evening meetings the first and third week of the month. This will 
continue in 2021. During December, the children and youth prepared and presented the Christmas Program/Pageant. We closed 
out the year with a Christmas pizza party. 
 
Moving forward in January, we will continue to meet the first and third Thursday of each month. Due to the pandemic, Pastor and 
Janeen made an executive decision to push the annual murder mystery night to February 13 at 7:00 p.m.. The theme of the murder 
mystery night will be the 80s. 
   
Some of the youth would like to have a meeting every week, but it was decided for now it would only be twice a month. Janeen is 
asking the youth and families for suggestions for the future. 
 
Pastor and Janeen will be meeting in mid-January to discuss and 
tentatively plan the spring and summer youth schedule. 
 
SOUPER BOWL SERVICES are on February 4 and 7. 
The youth of Our Saviour is asking everyone to bring in a can 
of soup and a dollar.  This year the proceeds and the cans 
of soup with go to Maggie’s Place.  To help celebrate the 
Super Bowl, we are asking the congregation to wea 
their favorite sports jerseys to Church.  Thank you. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Janeen Oliver 

BOTTLES AND CANS 
Tired of bringing your bottles and cans with a 5 cent 
deposit to the grocery store?  Bring them to Flower City 
Bottle & Can Retrieval Center across the street from 
church.  They are open Sundays from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
so bring your cans to church and drop them off after.  
DID YOU KNOW?  You can designate 
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour Youth Group to 
receive credit for your returns.  Just drop off the bottles 
and cans, and they will credit Our Saviour's account. 
Every little bit helps! 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Due to the pandemic, there is not much to report from the Women of the ELCA. We have not met since November 
2020. However, the WELCA officers are meeting on February 17 to discuss 2021 and the challenges we face going 
forward. 
 
Since the passing of Donna Miller, occasional meals are being provided by the ladies for Donna’s husband, Jerry. If 
anyone is interested in helping out, please contact Simone Harter. Thank you to all who have recently provided meals for 
Jerry. I know that he truly appreciates them.     
 
We must continue to pray for everyone’s safety and health and that this Pandemic will soon be over. 
 
The Women of the ELCA would like to wish everyone a “Happy Valentine’s Day.” 

 
~~Ann Seppa, Secretary 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
All  is well with the Property Management Team. We have been blessed with a mild winter so far. The heating systems 
have been performing excellently and snow removal has been easy to manage because of the lack of snow. It would be 
great if the rest of the winter could be the same, but we all know what can happen this time of year.  
 
We are looking at a possible installation of our new sound system in February.  Stay tuned. 
 

Thanks,  
Ed Jarvis 

What is Lent?   
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, a 40-day preparation for Easter. The word lent comes from 
a word that means “spring.” In a real sense, this is springtime for the soul— a time of evaluation, 
planting, and nurture. Christians do this through the disciplines of Lent: 
 
Repentance - facing honestly the evil in our lives and asking God to cleanse us. 
 
Prayer - seeking times for meditation and reflection.  Opportunities are given in our church each 
midweek service to take time to listen to God‘s word and seek his intention for your life. 
 
Self-denial - symbolically opposing our attraction to the things of this world and focusing instead on “treasures in 
heaven.” 
 
Works of love - Sharing our freedom in God’s grace with those around us who need our help. 
 
By these Lenten disciplines, our faith and life are renewed. Through him who climbed the mountain on our behalf, we 
are strengthened to overcome the mountains of daily living. We become better prepared to fully celebrate Christ’s 
triumph over death at Easter.  

(continued on next page) 
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SPECIFIC TO OUR SAVIOUR 

 
† 2021 Worship Schedule, 
   Indoor and Drive-in 
   Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 
   Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 
 
† Vocal and Bell Choir Rehearsals TBD in February-
contact Alexandra 
 
† Bible Study resumes 2/2, 10:00 a.m.  
 
† LYO/Youth Meeting, 2/4, 6:00 p.m. 
 
† Youth Souper Bowl—Traditional Service, 2/4, 
   7:00 p.m. 
 
† Scouts Recognition & Youth Souper Bowl—
Traditional Service, 2/7, 10:00 a.m. 
 
† Worship & Music Meeting, 2/11, 10:00 a.m. 
 
† Renewal of Vows—Traditional Communion Service, 
   2/11, 7:00 p.m. 
 
† Youth Murder Mystery, 2/13, 7:00 p.m. 
 
† Happy Valentine’s Day 
   Renewal of Vows—Traditional Communion Service, 
   2/14, 10:00 a.m. 
 
† Mid-winter Recess, 2/15-2/21 
   NO Sunday School or Confirmation Class on 2/21, 
   resume 2/28 
 
† Church Council Meeting, 2/15, 6:30 p.m. 
 
† NO Boy Scouts Meeting on 2/15 
 

† Ash Wednesday Communion Service, 2/17, 7:00 p.m. 
 
† NO Thursday Evening Service on 2/18 
 
† LYO/Youth Meeting, 2/18, 6:00 p.m. 
 
† Mid-week Lenten Services begin on 2/25, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

What is Lent?  (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When is “Holy Week?” 
“Holy Week” is the week leading up to Easter. The week 
begins on “Palm Sunday” (which is Sunday, March 28, 
2021), it consists of other significant days such as 
“Maundy/Holy Thursday” and “Good Friday,” and ends 
on “Holy Saturday,” which is Saturday, April 3, 2021. 
 
What is “Palm Sunday?” 
“Palm Sunday” (also known as “Passion Sunday”) 
celebrates Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey. 
This is an important event that had been anticipated 
hundreds of years prior, with prophesies like, “Rejoice 
greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, 
your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey,” (Zechariah 9:9) being written long before Jesus 
was born.  The significance of “Palm” in the name of this 
day comes from the palm branches that were placed on 
the road in anticipation of Jesus’ arrival. 
 
What is “Maundy” or “Holy Thursday?” 
“Maundy” or “Holy Thursday” commemorates Jesus’ 
Last Supper with his disciples, and takes place on 
Thursday, April 1, 2021. 
 
What is “Good Friday?” 
“Good Friday” is the Friday before Easter (Friday, April 
2, 2021), and it signifies the day that Jesus was crucified. 
That, in and of itself, does not sound very “good.” But as 
Pope Francis shared in his 2019 Lenten message, the 
period of time leading up to Easter is when Christians are 
“welcoming Christ’s victory over sin and death into our 
lives.” 
 
What is “Holy Saturday?” 
“Holy Saturday,” taking place on Saturday, April 3, 2021, 
commemorates the day that Jesus’ body lay in the tomb. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+9%3A9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=ESV
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OF OUR SAVIOUR 

2415 CHILI AVENUE 
ROCHESTER, NY 14624 

 
 

CHANGE SERVICE  
REQUESTED 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH SERVICES ARE 
 RECORDED AND ARE ON YOUTUBE 

GO TO 
WWW.OURSAVIOURROCHESTER.ORG 

AND 
CLICK ON WATCH AND LISTEN 

 

Newsletter of The Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 

2415 Chili Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624 

Office: 585-247-7824, Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Fax: 585-247-7849 

E-mail: office@oursaviourrochester.org 

Website: www.OurSaviourRochester.org 

The Rev. Joachim Wilck, Pastor 

Office Manager: Simone Harter 

A member congregation of the Upstate New York Synod  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 


