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Pastor Wilck is normally in his
church study Monday - Thursday
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. He is
available to meet you at church or
at other mutually arranged times.
You may also contact him or leave
a message on 269-9086. Friday is
Pastor’s day off, but he is available
for pastoral emergencies.
We ask that you begin to use
Pastor’s church email as
needed:
pastor@oursaviourrochester.org
Please inform Pastor whenever
there is an illness or
hospitalization in your family. He
appreciates your help. When you
are admitted to a hospital, please
list your religious preference as
“Lutheran Church of Our Saviour” and
contact Pastor or the church office.

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
MISSION STATEMENT
We, the members of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour,
as baptized followers of Jesus Christ, will foster a living,
expressive relationship with our Lord and our neighbors.
We will do this in a way that seeks to serve all segments of
our congregation and community by:


Providing a welcoming environment for youth and
young adults.
 Strengthening the family unit.
 Involving the elderly and recognizing their special
needs.
 Making Christ visible through worship.
Recommended by the Long Range Planning Committee on
October 27, 2010.
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As the Easter season comes to a close and we celebrate Pentecost in the month of May, let me share a reflection with
you that speaks about both seasons.
In the Gospels we read about the disciples locking themselves in a room (upper room) following the death and
resurrection of Jesus. They were afraid. John explained they were locked in their room
“for fear of the Jews” (John 20:19)
Fear had made them prisoners. But now, suddenly, Jesus came. He simply appeared in their midst and said,
“Peace be with you” (John 20:19)
If you have ever been afraid, lost, or confused, Jesus comes to us, as he came to the disciples, and says very quietly.
“Peace be with you” – as though to say “It’s okay.” Then Jesus said,
“As the father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21)
John tells us that Jesus breathed on them and said,
”Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22)
Jesus inspired them (literally, “breathed”), reviving them and boosting their spirits. Jesus gave them a “second wind”
and sent them out to be his disciples.
With this second wind, which Jesus named the Holy Spirit, the disciples are given power to act in spite of their
fears. With new courage, they unlocked their doors, went out, and preached of Christ to the whole world. The
worldwide community of Christians today stands as evidence of the fact that they did it successfully.
This “second wind” is also given to us by our Lord as a wonderful gift. Paul talked about it when he said,
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13)
The history of Christianity is filled with the stories of people who, in the power of Christ, overcame their fears,
opened their locked doors and went out into the world to be witnesses.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
At this time, we will proceed with the same schedule for drive-in services held on the second and fourth
Communion Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
 We will notify everyone of the summer schedule as soon as it has been determined.


Thank you for your patience and dedication to Our Saviour!

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
Finally we have made it through another long winter; the heating systems were turned off on May 15. We have been
maintaining a safe and secure building during this horrific pandemic. We hope and pray that we can return to some
kind of normal life in the fall. Meanwhile, we certainly could use some volunteer help throughout the summer.
Outside maintenance work always needs attention. Please contact Ed Jarvis if you are able to help. Unfortunately, we
will be losing one of our most experienced helpers in Rick Chapin. Rick and Carole will be moving to North Carolina
this summer. We thank Rick for his several years of contributing to the many, many projects he supported such as the
window and roofing projects.
Richard Mitchell Flag Pole—On Sunday at the May 24 service, we dedicated our 53rd veteran's brick for Richard Pearce.
There are now 33 deceased veteran bricks and 20 living veteran bricks. At our next drive-in service on Flag Day,
June 14, we will start collecting old and unused American flags for proper disposal by our local veterans’ group.
Happy Father’s Day
to all the dads, grandfathers, stepfathers, husbands and for someone
who is like a father (to you).
God cares about the relationship between fathers and their kids—
“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are
old, they will not turn from it.” [Proverbs 22:6]

June 21st

Do not forget to also wish Happy Father’s Day to God!
“And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and
daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” [2 Corinthians 6:18]

ATTENTION GRADUATES
Schools around the world have postponed their graduation ceremonies, moved them online, or canceled them
altogether. The schools are trying their best, but it is sad for the seniors to miss celebrating this milestone in their life
and the public recognition of their achievements. It is not the same true feeling of graduation, plus they cannot say
goodbye to their friends and teachers—not to mention no graduation party.
Keep your faith in God to guide you through this great time of uncertainty and the life transitions. We would like to
acknowledge and celebrate your accomplishments. In the next Communicator newsletter, we plan to include a short
piece on our graduates. Please call the office at 247-7824 or drop us a note at office@oursaviourrochester.org. Please
provide by June 26.
Let us know what field, where you plan to head, other life transitions—things like that, and then we can celebrate your
milestone and give thanks to God!
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

If social distancing restrictions are lifted, the meeting will be held on June 28 at 6:00 p.m.
 At this meeting, we will hold the annual election of Church Council Officers and Committee Chairpersons. Please
note this year we will NOT have a supper prior to the meeting. Ballots will be available. We welcome all congregational
members to vote!
 Then the Installation of these positions will be during the service on July 12 (time to-be-determined).
**Please note that this is subject to change in accordance with the restrictions at that time**

Volunteer at Camp Joy this summer! CHANGE IN DATES from June to July! Since its founding in 1982, Camp
Joy - a week-long overnight summer camp for developmentally disabled adults - has thrived as an ENTIRELY
volunteer based organization. To maintain our Christ-centered, inspirational, fun-filled experience for the 100
individuals who attend camp every year, we need volunteers like you! Camp is held at the Rotary Sunshine Campus in
Rush, NY, and this year will be July 12 - 17 (Sunday-Friday). Both full and part-time staff are needed. Full room and
board are provided for full-time staff, and there is absolutely no monetary requirement for volunteers and no previous
experience with this population needed! Our need has become dire as we often keep a waiting list of campers wishing
to attend but are unable to accommodate due to an insufficient number of volunteers. Please consider being a part of
this outstanding organization and share the experience of a lifetime to continue to make this camp possible for so many
individuals who desire this fulfilling experience. For more information or to register as a volunteer, visit our website:
www.campjoyny.org or call (585) 371-8851 with any additional questions.

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
•
•

We are sad to say that we will not be having the annual church picnic normally held in June.
All other Evangelism activities are being held off until September.

JUBILEES
Our Canandaigua Lady cruise in May has been re-scheduled to October 7, from 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Many of our
Jubilees have already paid for this trip, so let us pray that we will be back to normal by then. We also hope for a
beautiful fall day. Due to the Coronavirus, there will be no summer activities.

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
We can still collect can tabs which will be taken to future Synod Assembly (the 2020 Assembly has been
cancelled). In the past, after tabs are collected, they are turned in for cash and donated to World Hunger and Phoebe
Hospital, to name a few. In the last several years, two car loads of tabs were taken from the Convention Center. You
may still drop off the tabs in the church mailbox. We appreciate your continued participation and support.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA

Wow, we can’t believe it’s June already! Hope everyone is doing well and staying safe.
As you know, due to Covid-19, all WELCA activities have been cancelled until further notice. This includes our end of
the year dinner. Prior to the pandemic and quarantine, the Genesee Finger Lakes and Central Crossroads Conferences
met to plan a one-day Fall Retreat for October 10 at Grace Lutheran Church in Oswego, NY. We were scheduled to
meet again on Monday, June 1, to finalize plans for the Retreat. All the ladies agreed to wait until we are in Phase Four
(Opening) when we’ll feel safer going out. I will keep everyone updated with any changes.
Please continue to pray for everyone’s safety. Miss everyone and hope to see you all soon.
Enjoy this beautiful weather.
Blessings,
Ann Seppa, Secretary

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Michelle Coval continues to reach out regularly to our Sunday School children. If you
haven’t already, please check out her private LCOS Sunday School/Youth Flock group
on Facebook where she shares:
*A weekly live story from the Children’s Bible,
*Children’s activities,
*And more
Not a member of Mrs. Michelle’s private Facebook group? Please reach out to Michelle
Coval (Michelle Lynn on Facebook) and she will be happy to add you.
Mrs. Michelle and the whole Sunday School Staff miss all of you, and they can’t wait to
see you again in the fall. Have a safe and blessed summer!

The members of Our Saviour extend Christian love
and sympathy to the family of
Audrey Citro
Audrey passed April 19, 2020 at the age of 104.
Memorial Service will be announced at a later point.
Rest eternal grant for her, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon her.
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LYO/YOUTH
Hello Youth and Families,
Pastor, Mr. Ransom, Mrs. Forest and myself have really enjoyed meeting up with everyone through our Zoom meetings
on Wednesday evenings throughout the month of May. Stay tuned to your emails. I will be sending out information on
future Zoom meetings or gatherings as the summer proceeds and we have more information as to how the State will
continue its reopening process.
Reminder—We have rescheduled the Youth Garage Sale this year. We will be holding it in September. It is tentatively
rescheduled for the weekend following Labor Day weekend. More details will come in the following weeks.
Grace and peace,
Ms. Janeen
BOTTLES AND CANS
WE RECENTLY RECEIVED $65 FROM THE FACILITY!
OUR THANKS TO YOU ALL!!!

Tired of bringing your bottles and cans with a 5 cent
deposit to the grocery store? Bring them to Flower City
Bottle & Can Retrieval Center across the street from
church. They are open Sundays from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.,
so bring your cans to church and drop them off after.
DID YOU KNOW? You can designate
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour Youth Group to
receive credit for your returns. Just drop off the bottles
and cans, and they will credit Our Saviour's account.
Every little bit helps!















PHONETREE
If you suspect that you are not receiving PhoneTree
calls or you are encountering other problems, please
contact THE OFFICE DIRECTLY. It is best for the
office to speak with you to troubleshoot and/or find a
resolution. Adequate analysis of the issue is critical so
that we can provide details to the PhoneTree company
as needed. Thank you very much!

Mary Ellen Saur for continuing to change the message on the sign.
Daryl Jarvis for continuing to care for the plants in the Narthex.
Thrivent for their continued support, sponsorship, and contributions.
Ed Jarvis for maintaining the facility/church during our activities cancellation period.
Jerry Stich for doing the extra recording of the services and updating them on our website.
Deb Housel for taking the food donations to St. Theodore’s.
Cheryl Stone, Daryl and Ed Jarvis for maintaining the Altar during our cancellation period; the eternal candle keeps flicking.
Jerry Stich for fixing Simone’s office cabinet.
Apologies, this was cut off the page in the May newsletter: Thank you to the Service Leaders, JD and Luke Coval for helping
during an April drive-in service.
Service Leaders for helping with the upcoming services.
The Council for meeting more frequently during this period to help make appropriate decisions for the church.
Linda Loughlin and April O’Connor for doing the annual financial audit that is sent to the Synod.
Mary Ellen for updating the attendance and communion logs.
Ed Jarvis for coordinating the repair of the refrigerator.

☺Marielies Renke would like to thank everyone who help make the drive-in services possible.

It is so great
to have services again. She also enjoyed the Easter Bunny hopping by the service on Easter Sunday.
God bless everyone!
The commitment and dedication of all members of Our Saviour are important to the congregation's mission and ministry. We want
to recognize the tasks done by members. Committee/Board Chairs and others are asked to share these names with the Office
Manager, Simone Harter, for inclusion in future issues of the Communicator.
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June Celebrations

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and BEST
WISHES to these members of Our
Saviour who celebrate birthdays
during this month We pray for your
continued growth in God's grace.

22-Babara Sihto
23-Cheryl Stone
23-Jason Stone
24-Edward Jarvis
24-John Tesch
25-Steven Fries
25-Francine Johnson
25-Christine Gross-Dalba
26-Jessica Denz
27-James MacBride
28-Richard Ransom II
28-Jakob Wiesmore
29-Quentin Grimes

1-Lukas Brightman
2-Kenneth Keller
4-Caleb Blank
4-Gordon Seppa
9-Drew Hopkins
11-Erika Hamblin
12-Ruth Pearce
12-Stephanie Lombard
13-Patrick Loughlin
20-Elaine De Vantier
21-Jacob Voorhies
21-Kyle O’Connor
21-Riley Austin

1893
"Happy Birthday to You" dates from the late 19th
century, when sisters Patty and Mildred J. Hill
introduced the song "Good Morning to All"
to Patty's kindergarten class in Kentucky. They
published the tune in their 1893 songbook, Song
Stories, for the Kindergarten with Chicago
publisher Clayton F. Summy Co.

Anniversaries
CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES to these members of Our Saviour who celebrate Wedding Anniversaries
during this month. May God continue to bless you and increase your love for one another!
3—Adam and Janie Pehur
6—David and Becky Wiesmore
10—Michael and Marcia Palumbo
17—James and Ann Marie MacBride
17—Frank and Francine Johnson
19—Andrew and Alexandra Pond ♥♥HAPPY 10TH ANNIVERSARY♥♥
20—Michael and Jeanine Werth
25—Edward and Daryl Jarvis
30—Kenneth and Nedra Keller
30—Jennifer and Michael Bonanno

Celebration of wedding anniversaries is a tradition of Germanic origin that dates back to the middle ages. After 25 years
of marriage, a husband would present his wife with a silver wreath, and after 50 years, a gold wreath. From this custom
emerged the recognition of silver and golden wedding anniversaries.
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SPECIFIC TO OUR SAVIOUR
† We will continue to hold drive-in services on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at 10:00 AM,
until further notice.
† Summer Services, start date pending
† Thursday Worship
† Sunday Service
† Collecting old and used American Flags, 6/14
† HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 6/21
† Provide graduates’ information to the office by 6/26
† Congregational Meeting, 6/28, 6:00 PM
We will not be holding a supper prior to the meeting.

† Installation of Church Leaders, 7/12, time pending
† LYO Garage Sale postponed until September
(date pending)
† Evangelism Committee activities on hold until
September (dates pending)
† Jubilees Canandaigua Lady Cruise, 10/7, 3:00 PM
† Reformation Sunday, 10/25, 10:00 AM
Includes Rite of Confirmation and
First Communion

OTHER ACTIVITIES
† Camp Joy, 7/12 - 7/17
† 2020 Upstate NY Synod Assembly has been cancelled
† Genesee Finger Lakes and Central Crossroads
Conferences Fall Retreat (dates pending)
† Upstate NY Synod Convention (WELCA),
10/4 - 10/6
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Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour
2415 Chili Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624
Office: 585-247-7824, Monday - Friday 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Fax: 585-247-7849
E-mail: office@oursaviourrochester.org
Website: www.OurSaviourRochester.org
The Rev. Joachim Wilck, Pastor
Office Manager: Simone Harter
A member congregation of the Upstate New York Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

THE CHURCH SERVICES ARE
RECORDED AND ARE ON YOUTUBE
GO TO
WWW.OURSAVIOURROCHESTER.ORG
AND
CLICK ON WATCH AND LISTEN

THE COMMUNICATOR

JUNE 2020

10

