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Pre-Service Music (please join the choir in singing these new Advent hymns if you are able) 

Announcements & Gathering Prayer 

Pastor: Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sin to our charge, but forgive what 

 is past and give us grace to amend our sinful lives, to decline from sin and incline 

 to virtue, that we may walk with a perfect heart before thee now and evermore. 

All: Amen. 

A Hymn: “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” 
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A Children’s Bell Prelude 

played by “The Young Ringers,” led by Diane Parke/Potter 

A Hymn: “Come Now, O God” 



4 

Pastor: "God of  power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that 

 hinder us from receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his wisdom and  

 become one with him when he comes in glory, for he lives and reigns with you and 

 the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen"  

All: As we wait for your plan to unfold, give us the patience we need. Remind us of  the 

 peace we can access when we take time to pray and remember that you are God.  

 Help us to find rest in the midst of  what feels like chaos in our world. Amen.  

Pastor: Praise be to the LORD God, the God of  Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds.  

Blessing and Lighting of  the Advent Wreath 

Pastor: And now let us turn our attention to the Advent Wreath. Let us pray. 

 
(The second candle on the wreath is lit by the newly married  

Mr. Andrew & Mrs. Shannon Krupnicki, while the prayer is being read) 

 

Pastor: Because of  war, because of  violence in our communities, because there is still so 

 much unrest in our hearts, we light a candle of  peace.  

All: Because hatred is still so strong, because so many swords have not yet been beaten 

 into ploughshares, we light a candle of  peace.  

Pastor: May the light from this candle overwhelm the world.  

All: May the light from this candle declare to the world that God’s peace is coming, on 

 earth as it already is in heaven.  

Pastor: Friends, be not afraid, God’s peace is at hand!  

All: Amen. 
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Cantor: You showed favor to your [land, O Lord;]* you restored the fortunes of  [Jacob]. 

 You forgave the iniquity of  your [people]* and covered [all their sins]. 

 You set aside [all your wrath]* and turned from your fierce [anger]. 

 Restore us again, O God our [Savior],* and put away your displeasure [toward us]. 

All sing: (REFRAIN) 

Cantor: Will you be angry with us for[ever]?* will you prolong your anger through all  

 gener[ations]? 

 Will you not revive [us again,]* that your people may re[joice in you]? 

 Show us your unfailing [love, O Lord,]* and grant us your sal[vation]. 

 I will listen to what God the [Lord will say:]* he promises peace to his people, his 

 saints—but let them not return to {folly]. 

All sing: (REFRAIN) 

Cantor: Surely his salvation is near those who [fear him,]* that his glory may dwell  

 [in our land]. 

 Love and faithfulness met to[gether;]* righteousness and peace kiss each [other]. 

 Faithfulness springs forth [from the earth,]* and righteousness looks down from 

 [heaven]. 

 The Lord will indeed give [what is good]* and our land will yield its [harvest]. 

 Righteousness goes be[fore him]* and prepares the way [for his steps]. 

All sing: (REFRAIN) 

Cantor: Glory be to the Father and [to the Son]* and to the Holy [Spirit]. 

 As it was in the be[ginning]* is now, and will be forever. [Amen]. 

All sing: (REFRAIN) 

Entrance Psalm 85: “Show Us Your Unfailing Love” 
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Pastor: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

 no secrets are hidden: 

All: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we  

 may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Jesus Christ 

 our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: “Love the Lord your God with all your 

 heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. This is the first and 

 great commandment. And the second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 

 yourself.’ All the law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments!” 

All: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy immortal One, have mercy upon us. I have lived 

 as if  God did not matter and as if  I mattered most. My Lord’s name I have not 

 honored as I should; my worship and my prayers have faltered. I have not let his  

 love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. My thoughts and 

 desires have been soiled by sin. (a brief  pause for silence) 

Pastor: Some of  my sin I know— 

All: the thoughts and words and deeds of  which I am ashamed—but some is known 

 only to you. In the name of  Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me 

 that I my rest in peace. 

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake he 

 forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  the Word I  

 therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of  the Father and of  the †Son,  

 and the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
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Hymn of  Response: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” 

Kyrie 

Pastor:  

 

 

All: 
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Pastor:  

 

 

All: 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  

 

 

 

 

All: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: 

 

 

 

All:  
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Pastor:  

 

 

 

All: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(The hymn of Praise is traditionally omitted during Advent as a symbol of our voluntary re-
straint during this season of preparation.  
The Gloria will return on Christmas Eve.  

In the meantime, we mark it’s absence with a moment of intentional silence) 

 

 

 

Salutation & Prayer of  the Day 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

All: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of  your only-begotten Son 

 that at his second coming we may worship him in purity; who lives and reigns 

 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

(You may be seated) 
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Lector: A reading from the first book of  Isaiah. 

 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

  and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 

 has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

 A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of  the LORD, make 

 straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

  the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 

 Then the glory of  the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it  

 together, for the mouth of  the LORD has spoken." 

 A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, 

  their constancy is like the flower of  the field. The grass withers, the flower 

 fades, when the breath of  the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 

  The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of  our God will stand forever. 

 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of  good tidings; lift up your 

 voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of  good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 

  say to the cities of  Judah, "Here is your God!" 

 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 

 with him, and his recompense before him. 

 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

  and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  

Lector: The word of  the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11 
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Hymn of  Response: “A Voice Cries Out In the Wilderness” 
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The Epistle Drama: “Is It Time Yet?” adapted from Gerald P. Coleman 

Music Director: Excuse me down there at the lecturn. Do you know what time it is? 

Lector:  Sure, it’s around 10:20 or so I think. 

Music Director: Thanks.   (silence) 

Music Director: Excuse me again. Do you know when Pastor is planning to read the  

   Gospel? I’ve been waiting and it’s taking forever... 

Lector:  Well, I’m pretty sure he’ll read it soon. 

Music Director: Thanks.   (silence) 

Music Director: Look, I’m sorry to bother you again, but how can you stand there so  

   calmly when this service is running so late? Aren’t you annoyed? 

Lector:  No, not really. I have plenty of  time. By the way, how long do you  

   think we’ve been waiting? 

Music Director: I don’t know, it seems like it’s been about 3 minutes! And the longer I 

   wait the angrier I get. Maybe I should just leave. 

Lector:  Well, you’ve waited this long, what’s your big hurry?  

   Where do you have to go? 

Music Director: Nowhere, really… Hey, what are you doing standing up there anyway? 

Lector:  I’m supposed to be reading the Epistle for today. 

Music Director: Oh really? What’s that about? 

Lector:  Well, listen to what it says: 

   “But not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a  

   thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.. The Lord is not 

   slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient 

   with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to  

   repentance. But the day of  the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 

   will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the 

   earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 

   Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of  people  

   ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look  

   forward to the day of  God and speed its coming. That day will bring 

   about the destruction of  the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt 

   in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a 

   new heaven and a new earth, the home of  righteousness. 

   So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 

   effort  to be found spotless, blameless, and at peace with him.”  
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Lector:  What do you think of  that? 

Music Director: I think it’s kind of  weird. Doesn’t it scare you? 

Lector:  No, not really. I used to think so before I became a Christian.  

   But now I have a relationship with God, so I don’t need to be worried. 

Music Director: Really? How does a relationship with the Lord help you not worry? 

Lector:  I used to think a lot about it, and I was worried because I couldn’t  

   understand every single word of  the bible. But now I realize that even 

   though I don’t have all the details about what will happen, I know the 

   guy who wrote the book, and I know he loves me and will take care of  

   me. 

Music Director: So you are perfectly content to wait for God to do all the things he has  

   promised to do? 

Lector:  You bet, I just wish I had gotten started sooner, waiting for God.  

   Hey look, I think Pastor might be finally ready to read the Gospel. 

Music Director: Well, it’s about time! Hey, what time is it anyway? 

Lector:  It’s time for the Gospel reading. And it’s right on time.  

   Pastor’s sermon is worth waiting for wouldn't you say? 

Music Director:  I suppose so. Just like God! 

The Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel of  Our Lord According to Mark. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: The beginning of  the good news of  Jesus Christ, the Son of  God.  

 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of  you, who will prepare your way; 

  the voice of  one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of  the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,'" John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,  

 proclaiming a baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins. And people 

 from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of  Jerusalem were going 

 out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

 sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his 

 waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more 

 powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 

 the thong of  his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 

 you with the Holy Spirit."  

Pastor: The Gospel of  the Lord.                

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of  Response: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
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Children’s Sermon & Adult Sermon: Pastor Wilck 

(You may be seated) 

Pastor: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. I believe in 

 Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of  the Holy 

 Spirit and born of  the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

 again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the 

 resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Prayer of  the Church 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of  God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

 according to their needs 

 Lord God, the eyes of  all wait upon you and you give them their food at the  

 proper time. Not so much as a single sparrow falls to the ground without your 

 knowledge. For the sake of  your faithful love to us in Jesus Christ, hear us as  

 we pray. 

(silence will be observed after each petition for personal prayer) 

 For the sick; 

 For the sorrowing; 

 For the lonely; 

 For the dying; 

 For the grief-stricken; 

 For the hungry; 

 For the homeless; 

 For the hopeless; 

 For victims of  abuse; 

 For the oppressed; 

 For those who do not know you; 

 For those who serve you in far away lands; 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

 mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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(You may be seated) 

Offering Hymn: “Come Now, O Prince of  Peace” 

Preparation Hymn 
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Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself  in love for the world, 

 and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, 

 that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of  Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of  Jerusalem! 

All: We lift up our hearts to the Lord. 

Pastor: See, your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation! 

All: It is fitting and proper to give him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: With angels and archangels and all the company of  heaven we laud and  

 magnify his holy name, praising him forever more. 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

Pastor: Alleluia. Allleluia. Prepare the way of  the Lord, make straight paths for him; 

All: all mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia! 

Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 

All: Hosanna in the highest! Alleluia! Amen! 

The Great Thanksgiving 

(Please stand) 

The Words of  Institution 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave

 thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

 body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 

 Again, after supper , he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  

 people for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  

 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

 us not into temptation, but deliver us  from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

 the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Lamb of  God 

Communion Invitation 

Pastor: Come, taste and see how gracious the Lord is. 

All: Amen. 
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Communion Hymn “Creator of  the Stars of  Night”  
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Pastor: As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

All: you proclaim the death of  the Lord until he comes. 

Pastor: He that testifies these things says, “I am coming soon.” 

All: Come, Lord Jesus. Come! 

Pastor: The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

All: Come, Lord Jesus. Come! 

Pastor: All those who await his appearance pray: 

All: Come, Lord Jesus. Come! 

Pastor: The whole creation pleads: 

All: Come, Lord Jesus. Come! 

Post Communion Canticle Composed by Bob Newbury 

Pastor: The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace. Amen. 

Table Blessing 

Closing Dialogue 
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Blessing (from center isle) 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be  

 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

All: Amen.  

Postlude 


