
  

On the first Sunday of  Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, 

both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God 

and humankind. We too have returned to the house of  God,  

“to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,”  

who has gifted us with a savior.  

As the festival continues, “let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts.”  

It is Christmas, still.  

Sunday, December 29th, 2024 

10:00 a.m. 

The First Sunday of  Christmas 
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Prelude 

Opening Hymn “Once In Royal David’s City” 
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Welcome and Announcements 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Pastor: God-with-us, 

All: we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is no room when we 

 have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols, while you show us true glory: a baby in a 

 manger. 

 We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news in prettier packaging. Too often, we have 

 valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways to your ways. 

 Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, 

 through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen. 

Pastor: Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, ☩ forgiven in 

 Christ, and freed to respond in joy. Amen. 

Greeting 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

 with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Holy God Have Mercy On Us 
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All Glory Be 

The Prayer of  the Day 

Pastor: Let us pray, 

All: Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of 

 your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live  

 continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The First Reading  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Lector: Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year when she and 

 her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children, 

 and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.  

 A reading from the first book of Samuel. 

 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother used to 

 make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to 

 offer the yearly sacrifice.  

 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by 

 this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 

   Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and with the 

 people.  

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 148 

Lector: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

All: Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

Lector: Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 

All: Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 

Lector: Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created, 

All: who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away. 

Lector: Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 

All: fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

Lector: mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

All: wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 

Lector: sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 

All: young men and maidens, old and young together. 

Lector: Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is 

 over earth and heaven. 

All: The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children of 

 Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 



6 

The Second Reading  Colossians 3:12-17 

Lector: Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new garments upon 

 arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s gift of life in Jesus Christ are 

 covered with the character of Christ.  

 A reading from the first book of Samuel. 

 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

 meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 

 forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 

 yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 

 Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 

 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 

 with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you 

 do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the  

 Father through him.  

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Acclamation 
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The Gospel Reading Luke 2:41-52 

Pastor: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

All:: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: Now every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he 

 was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and 

 they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 

 it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started 

 to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to 

 Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

 teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at 

 his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 

 mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 

 been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? 

 Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he 

 said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. 

 His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, 

 and in divine and human favor.  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon Pastor Joachim Wilck 
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Hymn of  the Day “Love Has Come” (Bring a Torch Janette Isabella) 

The Apostles’ Creed 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of  Intercession 

Pastor: Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all  

 people.  

 For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries of your 

 church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors, and Bible study leaders 

 in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity. God of grace,  

All: receive our prayer. 

Pastor: For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcupines,  

 penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase our knowledge of the 

 natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of grace,  

All: receive our prayer. 

Pastor: For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion, kindness,  

 humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and in all lands. 

 God of grace,  

All: receive our prayer.  

Pastor: For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this holiday season. 

 Accompany those who are alone or ill, Console parents and children whose relationships are 

 strained or severed. God of grace,  

All: receive our prayer. 

Pastor: For the ministry of this place, we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among us. In times of  

 conflict, clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness. God of grace,  

All: receive our prayer. 

Pastor: For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks.  

 Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace,  

All: receive our prayer. 

Pastor: We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the 

 Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

All: Amen. 

Peace 

Pastor: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor:: Let us share a sign of peace. 
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Offertory Hymn “What Feast of  Love” (Greensleeves) 

Offering Prayer 

Pastor: God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take  

 delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received from your 

 bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

All: Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

 and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 

 and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 

 vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 

 whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

 hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Pastor: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty 

 of your glory. 

 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

 may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to  

 fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
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Words of  Institution 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

 sin. Do this for the remembrance of me, 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

 he comes. 

Pastor: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 

 resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you. O Lord 

 God Almighty, now as we ought but as we are able; 

 We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy 

 Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and 

 all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

 and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given 

 our inheritance with all your saints. 

 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 

 and forever. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, they will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Pastor: A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 

Jesus, Lamb of  God 

Communion Hymn “’Twas in the moon of  wintertime” 
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Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor: Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this goodness,

 send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great 

 joy. 

All: Amen. 

Farewell and Godspeed 

Service Leader: Rainer and Elizabeth Stellrecht, as you leave our congregation, we wish to bid you 

   farewell. 

   A reading from Exodus: The Lord said, “I am going to send an angel in front of you, 

   to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.” 

Pastor: (brief comments about Rainer and Elizabeth’s life among us.) 

 In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his church. 

 When you merged with this congregation we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share 

 as the people of God. In this community you have come to know and to share in God’s loving 

 purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, and God has 

 blessed us through you. 

 We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts in your new congregation, 

 united with us in the body of Christ and the mission we share. 

 Let us pray, 

 Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servants Rainer and Elizabeth,  

 who have enriched this congregation and shared their gifts with us.  

 Now bless and preserve them at this time of transition. 

 Day by day, guide them and give them what is needed; friends to cheer their way, and a clear 

 vision of that to which you are calling them. 

 By your Holy Spirit be present in their pilgrimage, that they may travel with the one who is the 

 way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

Sending 

Pastor: The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your path, 

 and increase your joy, today and always. 

All: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn “Go Tell It On The Mountain” 

Dismissal 

Pastor: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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