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A Gathering Hymn: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 

Announcements & Gathering Prayer 

Pastor: May the Spirit descend on all who gather this day to celebrate the presence of  God 

 in our world. May we know that his Spirit rests upon us, so that this hour of   

 worship might strengthen us for our various roles in proclaiming the year of  the 

 Lord’s favor. To the triune God be all the glory. 
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Pastor: Luke 2:10-11 says, “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

 good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of  David 

 a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

 Lord, the good news of  Jesus’ arrival brings such joy to our world! Reach those 

 who are lost and searching with the message of  hope that we have through the 

 Messiah. God, allow your message of  peace to bring comfort to our anxious world. 

 As we all go about the holiday season, let the message of  great joy pierce through 

 all the noise and into people's hearts. Amen. 

A Prayer for Joy in Our World 

Pastor: And now let us turn our attention to the Advent Wreath. Let us pray. 

 
(The Third candle on the wreath is lit by :The Karcher Family.) 

 

Pastor: The third week of  Advent we remember the gift of  Joy we have in Christ.  

 We remember the joy that Mary felt when the angel Gabriel told her that a special 

 child would be born to her – a child who would save and deliver all people.  

 Joy is the gift we all receive from the unconditional love Christ has for us. 

Pastor: Let us pray – Loving God, we thank you for the joy you bring us. Help us prepare 

 our hearts for the Lord’s coming by helping us see that Christ came for every  

 person we meet wherever we go. We ask this in the name of  the one born in  

 Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord. 

All: Amen.  
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Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, 

 arriving soon. Amen. 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Pastor: God of  mercy, 

All: We confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority 

 alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

Pastor: God of  might, 

All: we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We have 

 trusted false promises. 

Pastor: God in our midst, 

All: we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to birth in 

 us. 

Pastor: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we 

 have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of  the Holy Spirit, receive the 

 grace and forgiveness of  God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

All: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 

Kyrie 

Pastor:  

 

 

All: 
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Pastor:  

 

 

All: 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor:  

 

 

 

 

All: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: 

 

 

 

All:  
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Pastor:  

 

 

 

All: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(The hymn of Praise is traditionally omitted during Advent as a symbol of our voluntary re-
straint during this season of preparation.  
The Gloria will return on Christmas Eve.  

In the meantime, we mark it’s absence with a moment of intentional silence) 

 

 

 

Salutation & Prayer of  the Day 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

All: Stir up the wills of  your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the  

 preaching of  John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the 

 fruits  of  repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

(You may be seated) 
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The Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel of  Our Lord According to Luke. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

 country, where she entered the house of  Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 

 Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 

 “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of  your womb. And 

 why has this happened to me, that the mother of  my Lord comes to me? For as 

 soon as I heard the sound of  your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 

 joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of  what 

 was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

 And Mary said, 

   “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

  for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of  his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

   for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

 and holy is his name. 

  His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation. 

  He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of  their hearts. 

   He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly; 

   he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty. 

   He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of  his mercy, 

   according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”   

  So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 

 people.  

Pastor: The Gospel of  the Lord.                

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sunday School Christmas Program 

Narrator 1: Long, long ago a carpenter named Joseph and Mary lived in the city of   

 Nazareth. They had a small house, and they had a donkey, but they did not  

 have any children. 

(enter the angel) 

 One day an angel appeared to Mary and told her: 

Angel: You are going to have a baby. 

Narrator 1: Mary was very happy. Later Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem. 

 The donkey carried Mary all the way! 

(enter Mary and Joseph) 
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Narrator 2: When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, it was late at night and they  

 were tired. They asked the Innkeeper… 

Mary & Joseph: Is there room in the Inn? 

Innkeeper: No, but you can stay in the stable. 

Narrator 2: Mary and Joseph stayed there for the night. In the stable the animals let 

 Mary use their hay for a bed. 

(the angel hands baby to Mary who places the baby in the manger.) 

Narrator 2: There was not crib for the baby, so Mary laid him in the animal’s manger. 
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Narrator 3: In the fields, the shepherds, who were watching their sheep, saw a multitude  

 of  angels. The angels said… 

Angels: Do not be afraid. We bring you great joy! 

 

(Shepherds enter) 

Narrator 3: The shepherds and sheep went to the stable and when they saw the little baby 

 in the manger, they were filled with joy. The shepherds knelt before little Jesus. 
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(A star appears) 

Narrator 3: Far away in the East lived three wise men. They saw a new star in the sky. 

 The three wise men knew that the star was a sign...a sign that their Lord Jesus 

 had been born. The wise men set out to follow the star. 
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Wise Man: Where is the King of  the Jews? We have followed his star. 

(the wise men offer their gifts) 

Narrator 4: The star led them all the way to Bethlehem. It came to rest right above a little 

 stable. The wise men went inside the stable. They saw Joseph and Mary with 

 the newborn baby. They knelt down before the baby Jesus and gave him gifts 

 of  gold, frankincense and myrrh. Everyone was filled with joy. Even the  

 animals in the stable seemed to know how special the baby was. Now, every  

 year at Christmas we celebrate the birth of  Jesus Christ. 

Narrator 5: Jesus brought the good news of  God’s love to the world. Let us raise our voices 

 to sing a joyous song to Him. 
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Pastor: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. I believe in 

 Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of  the Holy 

 Spirit and born of  the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

 again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the 

 resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Prayer of  the Church 

Pastor: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 

 that long for God’s presence.  

 God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your 

 people in taking risks that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the 

 good news. Lord, in your mercy,  

All: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God who creates, you hold in balance diverse ecosystems. Encourage efforts to 

 protect wild lands from devastation. Care for animals and people in the path of  

 destructive fires, storms, and other disasters. Lord, in your mercy,  

All: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God who leads, this world cries out for true justice. Guide legislatures, judges, 

 and lawyers in actions steeped in love and restoration. Increase the desire to 

 advocate for all who are confronted with discrimination and oppression based 

 on race, gender, sexuality, class, or age. Lord, in your mercy,  

All: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting or 

 sick. Show your compassion and remember your people in love. Lord, in your 

 mercy,  

All: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God who abides, you dwell among the people of  this congregation. Deepen our 

 relationships with one another, and make us aware of  the diverse talents and 

 gifts present here. Lord, in your mercy,  

All: hear our prayer.  
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(You may be seated) 

Offering Hymn: “People Look East” 

Pastor: God who consoles, we thank you for the time we have had with loved ones who 

 have died. Comfort us with the promise of  everlasting life in you.  

 Lord, in your mercy,  

All: receive our prayer.  

Pastor: Savior of  the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of  our 

 hearts, in the name of  Jesus Christ.  

All: Amen. 
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Offering Prayer 

Pastor: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw 

 near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of  bread and wine. Strengthen us 

 with this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of  your Son,  

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of  Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of  Jerusalem! 

All: We lift up our hearts to the Lord. 

Pastor: See, your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation! 

All: It is fitting and proper to give him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: With angels and archangels and all the company of  heaven we laud and  

 magnify his holy name, praising him forever more. 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

Pastor: Alleluia. Alleluia. Prepare the way of  the Lord, make straight paths for him; 

All: all mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia! 

Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 

All: Hosanna in the highest! Alleluia! Amen! 

The Great Thanksgiving 

(Please stand) 

The Words of  Institution 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave

 thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

 body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 

 Again, after supper , he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  

 people for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  

 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

 us not into temptation, but deliver us  from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

 the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Communion Invitation 

Pastor: Come, taste and see how gracious the Lord is. 

All: Amen. 

The Peace of  Christ 

Pastor: The Peace of  the Lord be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 
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Communion Hymn: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  
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Pastor: The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

 his grace. Amen. 

Table Blessing 

Closing Hymn: “Come thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
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Dismissal 

Blessing 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be  

 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

All: Amen.  

Postlude 

Pastor: Go in peace, stay awake and prepare for His coming. 

All: Amen.  


