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A Note From: Church and Community
With the holidays behind us,

office@oursaviourrochester.org
Website: www.OurSaviourRochester.org
The Reverend Joachim Wilck, Pastor

A member congregation of the Upstate
New York Synod Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

hungry in our community. We
will be sponsoring a “food
drive” for St. Theodore’s Food
Pantry from Sunday, March 6th through
Wishing you a “Happy Valentines Day.”

February 2022

Your contributions are bucketed into
subgroups called, “funds.” This is just a
general way to categorize your contributions:
“General giving,” “Altar flowers,” “Easter,”
“Lent,” etc.

For those who have pledged, a pledge summary shows
as the first section with the annual pledge amount and
the pledged and actual contributions year to date.

Sunday March 27th. Mark your calendars .

Ann Seppa, Committee Chair
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Spotlight:
How to read your giving statement.

The detailed contributions are not listed top to bottom.
The sequence is left, right, left, right. For example for
three weeks of contributions, the first week is in the left
column, the second week is to right of this on the same
line, and the third week is back in the left column (below
week 1).

there is still a need to feed the
(585) 247-7824
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Contact the church office with any questions.
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Pastor Joe’s Corner

Let’s Celebrate!

Pastors Report to the Church Council—January 17, 2022
February Birthdays

The task force has shared with you a preliminary
report, which will also be shared with the council
of Reformation Church. The expanded groups
dealing with the areas of the merger met on
December 14th and again January 12th. With the
announcement of Pastor Imani leaving at the end
of January to take a new call it was determined
that discussions of merger with Reformation would continue.

1-Chloe Evans
7-Kevin Yackel
7-Daniel Stich
9-Pamela Spencer
9-Alexa Jo Sovereign
10-Karen Yackel

The council at Reformation is asking for a 3 month extension of the MOU. I am
recommending that we extend it to the end of May 2022. There would be no changes
in the contract with Reformation.

17—Todd and Jaime Walberger (07)
19—Robert and Barbara Sihto (66)

12-Brian Spencer
12-Patrick Dougherty
14-Karen Osterling

The grace and grub program has been suspended because of the
increase of the covid outbreak in Monroe county.

14-Alexandria Guiles

16-Devin Patrick Mochrie
We are also suspending coffee hours for the time being.

18-Jean Schilling
19-Peyton Osterling

The German school continues to meet on Saturday mornings and that has been a very
positive event for our congregation.
Because of the continuing COVID crisis and the governor’s mandate, we continue to
maintain a mask mandate at all our indoor activities. Communion will also continue
to be held as we have in the past months with individual cups in bags being made
available to the parish.

20-Valerle Baird
21-David Saur
22-Karen Stelljes

Is your name missing from the
birthday or anniversary list?
Is there a special date you would
like for us to publish in
the Communicator?
Please let us know and we will
add your
celebration to the list.

23-Sandra Austin
23-Tyler Emerson

We have designated the last Sunday of every month as a joint worship with
Reformation. With Pastor Imani leaving January 30 Reformation council has asked if
we could do the joint service at 10:00 a.m. I know this steps on Sunday School but I am
asking for an exception for this service. I believe it is important that Pastor Imani
addresses both congregations.

24-Larry Hopkins
24-Sandra Tesch
26-Michael Frey

I believe that discussions need to be held with Pablo regarding bell choir and adult
choir. I know that our members are anxious to resume. (Pablo had suspended them
for Reformation due to Covid but has now resumed them.)
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I do believe that there continues to be a strong
commitment by the members of Reformation
to pursue merger conversations as there is
with our congregation. As these continue, I
pray for your openness and frankness to the
conversations. We are in conversations with
pastors from our conference who will aid in
the merger discussions. They will be named
shortly.

Souper Bowl Food Drive
February 6th and 13th
The youth of Our Saviour is asking everyone
to bring in one dollar plus one of the
following: can pinto beans, can kidney beans,
can corn, long grain rice, fresh bag of
potatoes, or fresh bag of onions. The

Bishop Lee Miller continues to be supportive
of our merger conversations. No decisions have been made about pastoral leadership
and further conversation will continue.

proceeds from this food drive will go to
Maggie’s place which is currently serving
over 50 hot meals a day. To help celebrate the

Our new office administrator, Mr. Jonathan Howell continues to be very effective. He
has been very efficient and helpful with the staff and volunteers.

Super Bowl, we are asking that you wear
your favorite sport jersey to Church. Thank you.

Some words of thanks need to be expressed to many
members of our community for the work they have done
to make this Christmas season a success.

William Short Scholarship for Lutheran Youth
The scholarship serves to aid Lutheran students as they graduate from high school in
pursuit of their college education. Only Lutheran high school seniors are eligible.
Students must meet the following criteria:

There are a host of our members who decorated our
church. The hanging of the greens group did a
wonderful job and the altar guild worked hard to make
our church beautiful for Christmas. I am grateful for all
our members who participate in every aspect of our churches life. I am also grateful
for the Christmas bonus you all shared with me.

•

Each applicant must be a member of a Lutheran Congregation in the area.

•

Senior must be attending an accredited high school or home schooled and will
attend an accredited college beginning in the fall 2022.

•

Each applicant will write an essay about their area of study in college, and explain
why that educational path is important to them.

•

Submit a copy of high school transcript, outline of church and community
activities.

As stated in my last report, 2022 will have many challenges. We continue to maintain
our program as well as continue merger conversations with Reformation. Sometimes
it feels like we are juggling many things but I am convinced we can walk and chew
gum. The next year is filled with joy, possibilities and adventure.

•

Each applicant is required to have their Pastor submit a letter of recommendation

I am glad to be a part of it,

Scholarships are issued in the amount of $500.
Application Deadline: April 5, 2022
For a complete list of guidelines and information please contact the church office.
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Property Management

Bishop Lee Miller II “Signs. Signs. Everywhere Signs.”
Sermon to Our Saviour/Reformation Joint Service
November 28, 2021

submitted by Jerry Stich
Ray McQueen and Andrew Krupnicki have each been awarded the
“February Mitten,” for agreeing to help Jerry with snow removal.

“...Another sign might look like this—two
congregations, Our Saviour and Reformation

Jerry has installed a wireless doorbell on the side
door to the Church which will ring in the
Narthex.

coming together and dreaming about what
ministry might look like. This is not some

inside work project but rather for the sake of
the whole world. That as you build
relationships with one another you also

Jubilees’ Valentines Day Luncheon

consider what God might be doing for you.

submitted by Deb Ciccone

What might this sign be that these two
congregations are coming together in

The Jubilees are having a Valentine’s Day Luncheon on February 14th at Rohrbach’s
Brewing Company on Buffalo Rd. Arrival time is 11:30 with Lunch served at 12:00
p.m. in their backroom.

collaboration—working to experiment,

working to innovate and wonder what God has in store for this place.

Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. Meals will be ordered in advance but will
be paid for by each attendee at the luncheon.

And I was thinking about your names. Remember back in Luke 2 the angels say
that this was to be a sign to you, this savior that you will find. So Our Saviour. Your

Luncheon Menu: (tax, tip, and drink not included)
Cobb’s Hill Salad with Chicken $16.00
Beef on Weck $14.50
Turkey Park Ave Panini $13.50
Schnitzel Sammie $14.00
Rohrbach Reuben $13.50

name means sign. Reformation, your name means new life. You put the two of you
together and you have a sign of new life for the sake of the whole world. This is what
God is doing here in this place…..that a sign for what the world needs right now, right
here is a sign of new life.

Our Saviour, reforming the whole world, beginning in this place, in this
community. The signs are all around us and all of you are those signs.

The Deadline for sign-up is Friday, February 11th.
Anyone signing up after Sunday February 6th
should call Dick Ransom at (585) 943-3970.

Now is the time to be the church that God has formed us to be. Now is the time
to be the church for the sake of the world. Now is the time to go for broke, to try new

This invitation is extended to our friends in the Forever Young Group at Reformation.

things, to innovate for the sake of communicating the Gospel to the world in need.

Hope you can join us for excellent food, fellowship and a Valentine’s Day celebration!

Now is the time for this church to stand up and raise you heads because your
redemption is drawing near. And now may the Lord make you increase and abound

in love for one another…..”
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Happening In February Continued

WELCA
submitted by Ann Seppa

Monday, February 14—Valentine’s Day
11:30 a.m. Arrival Time for Jubilees’ Valentines Day Luncheon
12:00 p.m. Jubilees’ Valentines Day Luncheon meal is served
6:30 p.m.
Scouts BSA

•

The Women of the ELCA did not meet in January.

•

Due to the uptick in Covid, our next meeting scheduled for Tuesday February 8 at
12 noon has been CANCELLED.

•

Our next meeting will be Tuesday March 8 at noon, not 6:30pm. Please bring your
own lunch. Dessert and beverage will be provided. Barbara King will serve as
hostess and Yvonne Dougherty will provide us with devotions.

•

Meeting Topic: “Forty Autumns,” a book by Nina Willner.

Friday, February 18
1:00 p.m.
Euchre Club

•

Saturday, February 19
9:00 a.m.
German School

All women who are members of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour are members of
WELCA.

•

We continue to pray for everyone’s health and safety, and we wish everyone a
“Happy Valentine’s Day.”

Tuesday. February 15
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
Wednesday, February 16
6:00 p.m.
Youth Night & Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m.
Reformation Bell Choir/Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, February 20
9:00 a.m.
Modern Traditional Service—Non Communion
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Traditional Service—Non Communion

Below are some pictures from the Christmas party at AnnMarie MacBride’s home.

Monday, February 21
6:30 p.m.
Scouts BSA
6:30 p.m.
Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, February 22
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
Wednesday, February 23
6:00 a.m.
Youth Night & Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m.
Reformation Bell Choir/Chancel Choir Practice
Friday, February 25
1:00 p.m.
Euchre Club
Saturday, February 26
9:00 a.m.
German Club
Sunday, February 27
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Modern Traditional Joint Service with Reformation with Communion
Monday, February 28
6:30 p.m.
Scouts BSA
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Congregational Life Committee (CLC)

Happening In February

submitted by Carol Werth

Tuesday, February 1
10:00 a.m. Bible Study

We continue to keep in touch with our church family, especially
those who are homebound or ill. Due to some staying away due to
the pandemic we encourage you to notify the church if you have
concerns, illness or hospitalizations.

Wednesday, February 2
6:00 p.m. Youth Night & Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m. Reformation Bell Choir/Chancel Choir Practice

Remember you can still hear the service in the parking lot or watch
on YouTube. If you do attend and stay in the parking lot please
remember to sign the attendance sheet inside the door when you
pick up your bulletin.

Friday, February 4
1:00 p.m. Euchre Club

Saturday, February 5
9:00 a.m. German School
Sunday, February 6 (Souper Bowl Can Good Giving)
9:00 a.m. Modern Traditional Service—Non-Communion
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Traditional Service—Non Communion

We are still in discussions about purchasing replacement parts or a
new AED. If anyone can assist with this please let us know.

Monday, February 7
6:30 p.m. Scouts BSA
Tuesday , February 8
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
5:00 p.m. Full Task Force

Thank you to all who volunteer as service leaders, ushers, and lectors. If anyone
would like to assist in any of those roles please contact Carol Werth @ 247-8327 or
werthcjrn@aol.com. Thank you.

Wednesday, February 9
6:00 p.m. Youth Night & Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m. Reformation Bell Choir/Chancel Choir Practice
Thursday, February 10
10:00 a.m. Worship Committee

THANK YOU
•

Jerry Stich and Paul Hamblin for continuing to record and post services.

•

Jerry Stich, Ed Jarvis, and Ray McQueen for all their work coordinating, repairing,
and maintaining our building and its various mechanisms.

•

Jerry Stich and Ray McQueen for clearing snow.

•

Mary Ellen Saur for her roll in counting, coordinating and setting up communion.

•

Carol Werth for her work organizing the service schedule.

•

Mary Pleten for her treasure-trove of knowledge about the church and the office,
and for her training and assisting our new Office Manager Jonathan Howell.
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Friday, February 11
1:00 p.m. Euchre Club
Saturday, February 12
9:00 a.m. German School
Sunday, February 13 (Souper Bowl Can Good Giving)
9:00 a.m. Modern Traditional Service—Communion
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:15 a.m. Traditional Service—Communion
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