
THE COMMUNICATOR                                       APRIL 2020                                                                                                     1 

 

T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
to

r
 

L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

O
F

 
O

U
R

 
S

A
V

I
O

U
R

 

 

Pastor Wilck is normally in his 
church study Monday - Thursday 
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. He is 
available to meet you at church 
or at other mutually arranged 
times. You may also contact him 
or leave a message on 269-9086. 
On Friday Pastor’s day off, he is 
available for pastoral 
emergencies. When calling the 
church after hours, and wishing 
to leave a message for Pastor 
when prompted dial Extension 
311 for his personal voicemail. 
 
Please inform Pastor whenever 
there is an illness or 
hospitalization in your family. He 
appreciates your help. When you 
are admitted to a hospital, please 
list your religious preference as 
“Lutheran Church of Our Saviour” 
and contact Pastor or the church 
office. 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

We, the members of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 
as baptized followers of Jesus Christ, will foster a living, 
expressive relationship with our Lord and our neighbors. 

We will do this in a way that seeks to serve all segments of 
our congregation and community by: 

 Providing a welcoming environment for youth and 
young adults. 

 Strengthening the family unit. 

 Involving the elderly and recognizing their special 
needs. 

 Making Christ visible through worship. 

 

Recommended by the Long Range Planning committee on October 27, 2010. 
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 Church Cancellations and Update: 
Church services and activities/gatherings are presently canceled as we follow the guidelines of the 
governor’s executive order to maintain social distance. We are closed until further notice. We pray 
in the Lord’s name for our congregation and the community’s health, well-being and safety. Please 
call the office if we can assist in any way.  
 
We would like to share our new recorded sermons on our website: www.oursaviourrochester.org 
(click on YouTube on the Home page or Home/Media/Sermons) 
 
We will update our Event Calendar and Weekly Sunday Announcements on the website when 
church activities resume. 
 
Please call the church office (585-247-7824) and/or Pastor (585-269-9086) if we can assist in any 
way. 
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As we enter Holy Week, I recognize that it will be completely different this year.  My intention is to post “services” on 
our website.  The Council is discussing the possibility of having a drive-in service in the parking lot for Easter.  We will 
keep you informed via the PhoneTree communication. 
  
On Palm Sunday I celebrate my 16th year as your Pastor.  When we first arrived, you welcomed us with a Palm Sunday 
breakfast.  I want to keep the tradition going so at the suggestion of Janeen Oliver, we’re asking you to have a pancake 
breakfast at your house at 9:30 a.m.  Take a picture of it (if you're able) and email the picture to the office email 
office@oursaviourrochester.org.  We will then post the pictures on our website.  Also, we’re placing buckets of palms on 
the church sidewalk so you can do a drive-by and pick up a palm for your home.  
  
I know it’s not the same; it is however a way to unite us in our devotion and remembrance of all our Savior Jesus has 
accomplished for our salvation in his life, death and resurrection.  We are the church together, the body of Christ.  May 
you be safe and know that I miss you all and look to the day we can be together again.  I pray the following devotion may 
touch your heart.  
  
We who are familiar with the Gospels may suffer, at times, from a certain indifference to the sufferings of 
Christ.  We hear the story read each year, have seen many images of the Passion, and as a result of this 
familiarity, we can fail to allow it to have the proper effect on our lives.  
  
The Passion is real, it happened, and we should give it our full attention.  Though it may not be pleasant, on 
one level it is an act of love so mysterious that it requires much grace to enable us to penetrate its meaning and 
significance in our lives.  Every scourge, ridicule, nail and thorn wounded not only our Lord’s body, but it 
caused excruciating pain to His soul.  Every pain that He endured, He took into His Heart and redeemed it, 
offering it to the Father for the salvation of all.  We must see this great mystery of our faith and gaze upon it in 
awe and holy wonder.  
  
Have you gazed upon the suffering Jesus?  Have you allowed yourself to see His pain and His suffering?  Have 
you seen Him endure all in silence and acceptance?  Reflect upon this incredible mystery of our faith this day 
and allow yourself to grow in love and compassion for Him who endured so much for you.  Know that His 
suffering destroyed the effects of sin and transformed suffering itself into the instrument of His Divine Mercy. 
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Below you will find guidelines for applying for the William Shortz Memorial Scholarship for Lutheran youth.  
William Shortz was a beloved pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Irondequoit, NY from 1976 through 1994. 
The scholarship was established in 1996 to support Lutheran youth in the Rochester area as they begin college. 
 
Scholarships in the amount of $500 will be issued to the winning candidates.  The number of candidates is based on the 
value of the scholarship fund.  Since the scholarship inception, over 150 have been given to an impressive group of 
Lutheran youth.  Because this scholarship is funded fresh each year, if our congregation or individuals would like to make 
a contribution to the William Shortz Memorial College Fund, please send it to the address below, with a memo or note 
indicating “William Shortz Memorial Fund.”  If you wish to send a memorial in memory of a loved one, please send both 
their name and address and your information for an acknowledgement. 
 
We appreciate your continued support of the William Shortz Memorial Scholarship for Lutheran youth. 
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 The Congregational Meeting normally held in April may be postponed until May.  At this meeting, we will hold the 

annual election of Church Council Officers and Committee Chairpersons. 
 The Installation of these positions will be in June (date pending). 

We will be having our first Spring Cruise on the Canandaigua Lady on May 20.  This is the Fall 2019 Cruise that was 
cancelled due to bad weather.  Nineteen Jubilees have pre-paid for the cruise.  A list of these people is on the Narthex 
table with the sign-up sheet.  We still have room for more people if you would like to join us.  Additional information is 
on the sign-up sheet.  Ed Jarvis is the contact person.  

JUBILEES 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Veterans’ Bricks—At our Memorial Day Service on May 24, we will be dedicating and installing new bricks for Veterans 
at the Richard W. Mitchell Flag Pole. We presently have a total of 53 veteran bricks: 35 deceased and 18 living bricks 
installed. If you are interested in sponsoring a brick, please contact the church office.  Orders have to be submitted no 
later than April 28. 
 
Well, we did it again. Winter is over and Spring is here.  Summer is coming which means it will be that time of year for 
outside cleanup. We will need volunteers for a few hours on a Saturday morning to help with raking leaves, lawn repair 
from the winter plowing, and general cleanup.  
 
We are presently working on updating our kitchen, painting, repairing the cabinet doors, and a good general cleanup. 
This will be an on-going project so if anybody has some time to help, please contact Ed Jarvis.  This is a good inside job.   

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES 
 

The First Communion Class prepares youth of the congregation to begin receiving Holy Communion.  The classes study 
passages in Scripture that help build an understanding of what Holy Communion is.  There are activities that help the 
youth grow in appreciation for the gifts God gives in Holy Communion.  And, time is devoted to the “how-to” of 
receiving Holy Communion. 
  
First Communion Class for youth in grades three and four normally begins at the end of April and continues into 
mid-May.  However, due to the church cancellations, this will be delayed to start sometime in May.  
  
Letters to the parents will be sent as soon as dates are secured.  Please contact the office with any questions. 
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The basket raffles have been part of our annual church picnic, but due to the current state of affairs, the 
Evangelism Committee will not be requesting basket donations from businesses or our congregation this 
year.  Please stay tuned for updates regarding the picnic (normally held in June).  

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

A special thank you to Pastor Wilck who provided the ladies with a Bible study on “20 Women of the Bible.” 

The ladies also hosted the Lenten dinner held on March 11.  

It is sad news that we must cancel the following events previously announced: 

⇒ Trip to Susan B. Anthony House—was on April 15 

⇒ Spring Communion Brunch (Potluck) - was on April 25 

  
At this point, the Leadership and Planning Meeting has NOT been canceled: 

Date:  June 10, 2020 

Location:  Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 

          2415 Chili Avenue 

          Rochester, NY   14624 

Time:  12:30 pm 

  
Please bring your own lunch.  Dessert and beverage will be provided.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the 
Narthex. 
  
We continue to increase our membership and hope that this will continue as we move through the year.  There is always 
room for more and we always have yummy refreshments too!  

Prayers for everyone to be safe as we are dealing with the Coronavirus Pandemic. 

Ann Seppa, Secretary 

Volunteer at Camp Joy this summer! Since its founding in 1982, Camp Joy – a week-long overnight summer camp for 
developmentally disabled adults - has thrived as an ENTIRELY volunteer based organization. To maintain our 
Christ-centered, inspirational, fun-filled experience for the 100 individuals who attend camp every year, we need 
volunteers like you! Camp is held at the Rotary Sunshine Campus in Rush, NY, and this year will be June 21-26 
(Sunday-Friday). Both full and part-time staff are needed.  Full room and board are provided for full-time staff, and there 
is absolutely no monetary requirement for volunteers and no previous experience with this population needed! Our need 
has become dire as we often keep a waiting list of campers wishing to attend but are unable to accommodate due to an 
insufficient number of volunteers. Please consider being a part of this outstanding organization and share the 
experience of a lifetime to continue to make this camp possible for so many individuals who desire this fulfilling 
experience.  For more information or to register as a volunteer, visit our website: www.campjoyny.org, or call 
(585) 371-8851 with any additional questions. 

http://www.campjoyny.org/
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LYO/YOUTH 

Hello All, 
I hope this article finds everyone safe and healthy.  Please know that I miss you all and look forward to the time when 
we can resume our youth nights and activities.  I hope everyone is enjoying the Lenten scavenger hunt.  Thank you for 
sending me your pictures of your Benjamin Boxes.  They are awesome!    
 
We are going to reschedule the Youth Garage Sale this year.  We will be holding it in September.  It is tentatively 
rescheduled for the weekend following Labor Day weekend.  More details will come in the following weeks. 
 

Grace and peace 
Ms. Janeen 

 Mary Ellen Saur, Sharon and Richard Yackel  for assembling the bulletins each week.  

 Mary Ellen Saur for continuing to change the message on the sign and doing other various tasks in the office. 

 To all the Sunday Modern Traditional PowerPoint volunteers. 

 To all the video recording of our services volunteers.  

 Linda Loughlin for maintaining the oil candles in preparation for Sunday services. 

 Margie Kowalski for continuing to care for the plants in the Narthex and replacing the flowers in the planters and vases. 

 Cindy Borzilleri and Carol Werth for maintaining the Time and Talent and Worship documentation, as well as the volunteers. 

 Sharon Yackel for coordinating our coffee (Equal Exchange) order and keeping track of our coffee supply. 

 Jerry Stich for shoveling snow from our walk-way. 

 Jerry Stich and Ed Jarvis for working on the new sound system. 

 Thrivent for their continued support, sponsorship, and contributions. 

 Everyone bringing snacks to the Tuesday/Wednesday Bible Study with Pastor. 

 Deb Ciccone for proofing the weekly announcements. 

 Altar Guild for keeping track of the various Sacristy supplies. 

 Brian, Pam and Braydon Spencer, Ed and Daryl Jarvis, and Mary Ellen Saur for a delightful Shrove Tuesday supper. 

 Mary Ellen Saur, Ann Seppa and Patti Schulz for covering the office during Simone’s vacation. 

 Ed and Daryl Jarvis, Debbie Frey, Cheryl Stone and Mary Ellen Saur for cleaning the tables, chairs and floor in the 
Augsburg Room. 

 Ed Jarvis for still maintaining the facility/church during our activities cancellation period. 

 Jerry Stich for doing the extra recording of the services and updating them on our website. 

 Members who are donating through our new electronic giving on our website. 

 Members who offer to help with shopping and drop-off to other members who may need it. 
 
 

♥♥♥ To my wonderful church family, 
Your cards, calls and prayers meant so much to me during my recuperation.  I miss all of you. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 Love, Joan Plowe 
 
The commitment and dedication of all members of Our Saviour are important to the congregation's mission and ministry.  We 
want to recognize the tasks done by members.  Committees and others are asked to share these names with the Office Manager, 
Simone Harter, for inclusion in future issues of the Communicator. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY and BEST 
WISHES to these members of Our 
Saviour who celebrate birthdays dur-
ing this month  We pray for your 
continued growth in God's grace. 
 
3—Laura Schwach 
3—Mary Ellen Saur 
5—Shelby Gear 
5—Linda Loughlin 
7—Nedra Keller 
9—Christopher Chapin 
9—Tanner Brightman 
10—Elton Schulz 
11—Todd Pearce 
11—Robert Sihto 
14—Herbert Renke 
15—Anton Suk Jr. 
16—Linda Richards 

17—Debbie Wilck 
19—James Yackel 
19—Joseph Scuderi 
21—John Macksamie 
21—Adam Pehur 
21—Evelyne Lance 
26—Julianna Gatto 
26—Madilynn Walberger 
28—Jacob Foltz 

April Celebrations     

CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES to these members of Our Saviour who celebrate Wedding Anniversaries 
during this month.  May God continue to bless you and increase your love for one another! 
 
                       
 3—Hans and Margaret Witt 

12—Larry and Janie Hopkins ♥♥HAPPY 45TH ANNIVERSARY♥♥ 
 13—Nicholas and Linda Gatto 
 13—John and Sally Shannon 
 18—Richard and Ruthann Pearce ♥♥HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY♥♥ 

19—Gerald and Donna Miller 
 24—Brad and Ann Morningstar 

 Anniversaries     
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SPECIFIC TO OUR SAVIOUR 
 
 

† At this point, Church services and activities/
gatherings are canceled during the month of April 
(until further notice.) 
 
† Submit Veterans’ Bricks Order, 4/28 
 
† Jubilees Canandaigua Lady Cruise, 5/20 
 
† Congregational Meeting, pending May date. 
 
† First Communion Classes, pending May date. 
 
† Youth Garage Sale, pending September date. 
 
 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
† William Shortz Memorial Scholarship: 
   Application deadline by 4/12 
 
† Leadership and Planning Meeting (WELCA): 
   6/12, 11:30 AM 
 
† Camp Joy: 6/16 - 6/21 
 
† Upstate NY Synod Convention (WELCA): 
   10/4 - 10/6 
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Precious Lord, I thank You for Your suffering.  For in this 
act You took human suffering into Your glorious soul and 
redeemed it.  You endured the effects of my sin and said not 
a word.  Lord, You paid the price for my sins and You did so 
with perfect love and resolve.  Give me the grace, dear Lord, 
to embrace all that I suffer and to unite it to the redeeming 
power of Your Holy Cross.  In that unity, free me from my 
sins and pour forth Your abundance of Mercy. 
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 THE CHURCH SERVICES ARE 
 RECORDED AND ARE ON YOUTUBE 

GO TO 
WWW.OURSAVIOURROCHESTER.ORG 

AND 
CLICK ON WATCH AND LISTEN 

 

Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 

2415 Chili Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624 

Office: 585-247-7824, Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Fax: 585-247-7849 

E-mail: office@oursaviourrochester.org 

Website: www.OurSaviourRochester.org 

The Rev. Joachim Wilck, Pastor 

Office Manager: Simone Harter 

A member congregation of the Upstate New York Synod  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 


